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TO THEE, 

TO WHOM I PEAYED, 
WHEN BEPT OP EABTHLT AID, 
MY HUMAN HOPES HAD SMILED AND DEPABTED ; 

WHEN MAN 
I FOUND TO PAIL, 
AND POVEBTY'S DAEK VEIL, 
HID PBIENDLY GLANCES PEOM THE BBOEEN-HEABTED ; 

TO THEE, 

WHO DIDST DESCEND, 
oh! HOLIEST, KINDEST FBIEND, 
FILLING THE WEABY VOID WITHIN MY BBEA8T — 

ON life's 
SAD DE8EBT WAY 
CASTING A QUENCHLESS BAY, 
TO GUIDE ME WHEN I KNEW NOB HOME, NOB BEST; 

TO THEE, 

WITH HUMBLEST ZEAL, 
ALL THAT I THINK AND PEEL, 
OP LOVE — OP WISDOM — I WOULD DEDICATE; 

MY SOUL, 
AND MY soul's SONG, 

ALIKE TO THEE BELONG 

MY KING — MY TBIUNE GOD ! ALL GOOD — ALL GBEAT I 



E. 3Olo00ettt. 



PROPHECY 



€^t i^ineteentjr Centurq, 



CHAPTER I. 

I THOUGHT that I was amongst those who are sus- 
pended between earth and heaven — who have an 
ocean of radiance above their heads^ and darkness 
and mist beneath their feet ; and my soul, absorbed 
in the contemplation of God, remained aU silent 
and lost within itself. And it appeared that my 
senses and my human passions were all quieted 
within my heart. 

And I was amongst those who are suspended be- 

B 
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tween the good and the evil, between the brightness 
of the seventh heaven, and the gloom of the abyss, 
and no one sustained me in the air, not one star 
called me to itself, not one in that vast universe, 
my soul dressed anew in spiritual robes, ascended 
alone to the highest summit of the heavens. 



It was a vision of peace, beatitude, and glory, 
which I beheld after twenty-five years of weeping, 
terrors and pain, and this vision appeared to me to- 
wards the middle of the nineteenth century, when 
I had no more tears to shed over my misfor- 
tunes. 

I was then separated from the material, and no 
earthly things were round me, neither animated 
worlds, nor clamorous people ; the seven circles of 
the skies enclosed and encompassed me about. 

And the hue of the seven heavens was dazzling, 
and their vault was transparent and pure ; the sun 
which I had one day seen above me, I now beheld 
below my feet; for a solitary anchorite had been drawn 
into the fifth heaven, to illuminate with the know- 
ledge that should be given unto him, an impercepti- 
ble point, and that point was earth, the asylum of 
human vanity, which was hidden in black clouds. 



THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 11 

Moreover I could not even glance at the ter- 
restrial world. It was new, the element of air that 
I breathed ; new was that heaven on which I gazed, 
and the harmony that enlivened the spheres ; and 
new were the floods of immortal light. 

And there beyond, seated on the arch of a sky 
covered with millions of suns and stars, where it is 
not possible for the eye of man to reach, reigned in 
the centre, He who sees all-existing kingdoms in his 
Spirit. 

And seven Archangels shone with the splendour 
reflected from his throne, and every one of them 
spake rapidly, and I heard seven voices at the same 
inoment saying, "The Eternal Father of eternal 
things, and of the eternal worlds, prepareth to visit 
the earth and to redeem it. Open, O ye heavens ! for 
the passage of the Immortal. 



*' When he shall divest himself of his glory, and 
descend fronr heaven, the seven spheres shall di- 
minish their beauty, the stars shall conceal them- 
selves, the sky shall lose its most vivid blue, and 
one sole brilliant light pour through the firmament 
to illumine the created gloom. Open, O ye heavens ! 
for the passage of the Eternal !" 

b2 
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And carried on the winofs of twelve cherubim, 
God descended to visit the twelve tribes of the New 
Israel ; and with worshipping awe I followed the 
journey of the Almighty. 

Drawing near to the earth, I heard again the 
fierce tumult of human passions which came collected 
from the spirit of evil, that rouses in our heart each 
offending thought, all pride, all cruelty of mind. 

And God descended firstly in a land where rules 
a frightful hydra, having seven heads, and seven 
hungry mouths, and that land was in two divisions ; 
in the one reigned the darkness of hell, and in the 
other clear light. In the first division murmured 
a great people, governed by a mitred demon, and 
that people moved amidst shadows, their eyes fas- 
tened with a tenacious bandage, crying, ^^ We see !** 
whilst in the second were other men, with their 
eyes open to the brightness of reason and of the 
Gospel, and these cried, " We discern as yet im- 
perfectly, O, give strength unto our vision !'* And 
God said, ^^This mitred traitor shall be removed 
from the throne of his iniquity.'* 

And beyond the Alps, to the right hand, there 
were thirty^six states, subject to thirty-six tyrants, 
and these tyrants submitted in their turn to a subtle 
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despot that ruled amid the imprecations of eighty 
millions of men ; and this nation also was divided^ 
its creed was hypocritical and lyings whilst the 
atheism of incredulous philosophy reigned amongst 
all, and God said, ^* Through slavery and the errors 
of science, this nation hath learned naught of righ- 
teousness." 

And extending the sacred flight towards mid- 
day, behold a country troubled by a scepticism, 
which deafened with its tumult the whole worlds 
which betrayed the people, and created despots in 
its land — ^promising liberty to the multitudes, yet 
giving them only the chains of captivity, a sceptism 
which again erected the throne of the impostor of 
Bome^ and which, the while that it perverted the 
gospel and the truth, commended superstitious 
errors, and the dominion of pride, oppression, and 
avarice ; and God said, " This nation is the very 
scourge of truth and freedom !" 

Yet farther to the right, behold an assemblage 
of monks and priests stealing the life from the people, 
and enveloping the soul of rising generations with 
clouds of delusion ; the sacred society was defiled, it 
was vile and lifeless, it was even as a corpse in 
waiting for the tomb ; and God said, " This nation 
hath need of new life." 
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And then passing over a sea^ behold a people, in-' 
dustrious indeed and free, who knew God, but who 
tormented themselves in disputes with divers sects ; 
and near this land was an island very wicked, and 
all concealed by the haze that pervaded its atmo- 
sphere ; and in that island was heard the uproar of a 
people moved with thirst for blood, and for spiritual 
and temporal power ; and God said, " This nation 
hath need of the unity of true faith." 

And passing then over a vast ocean, behold a new 
country replete with life and liberty, where the 
Belief of Christ was professed; and there went 
together truth and error, Christianity and bondage, 
purity of faith and base inhuman speculations ; there 
blended the night with the day, the day with night ; 
and God said, " This nation hath need of consistency 
and justice." 

And passing over another immense ocean, behold 
a densely populated land, where the ancient laws, 
the ancient deceptions, and the ancient religion 
were adapted to the modernism of the natives, and 
where Koman Catholicism imitated the worship of 
Budda, and united the superstitions of the far East 
to the already adidterated European creed, chang- 
ing the names only; and God said, ''This nation 
hath need of my living breath." 
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And advancing yet farther, behold a very great 
empure, walled in, and encompassed about by that 
tyranny which lacerates hundreds of states. There 
intelligence flourished not, and the progress of truth 
was unknown; and God said, ^^This nation also 
hath need of spiritual light." 

And behold, at a distance to the left, a land 
scorched by the sun ; there were roving through its 
deserts throngs of ferocious men, who oppressed 
their fellow-creatures ; strange men, who purchased 
them ; Christian men serving like brutes ! And God 
saw that the people had closed their mind to all un- 
derstanding; and He said, /^ This nation hath need 
of soul and of reason." 

And under the Eastern point of Heaven, behold a 
land spoiled and corrupted; that followed a religion 
of vice and indolence ; where the hand of the enemy 
of learning and Hght was bowed unto, and kissed ; 
and where the moon, the scimitar, and the stake were 
adored ; and God said, *^ This nation hath need of 
knowledge." 



And again to the right, behold lands and wastes 
interminable; barren was the once fertile Eden, 
silent the holy Sinai, without brightness the Tabor ; 
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and there the sepulchre of Christ was profaned 
by the iniquities of Kome^ and by the hand of the 
sinful Mussulman. And God said naughty but the 
angels who accompanied Him wept above that land^ 
for none other produced like thorns and brambles ! 
And finally, towards the North, behold a terrible 
Giant — which domineered over intellect — ^ruling the 
populace with a sceptre of iron, a real fiend, claim- 
ing to be adored as an ambassador of Christ ; and 
God said, ^^This nation hath need of liberty." 

Then the Lord having terminated His visit to the 
twelve tribes of the New Israel, the heavens re- 
opened, and God returned to His seat of Immortal 
filory. 

And he commanded the twelve angels — who 
are entrusted with the guardianship of the twelve 
tribes — that they should invite the faithful people to 
hear the voice of God from the high summit of 
Sinai. 

And the angels alighted on the earth and pene^ 
trated within the minds of men, and said unto them, 
*^ Prepare ye to hearken unto the words of God, pre- 
pare ye for the new times — ^prepare ye for the final 
redemption of humanity ; for the Kingdom of God 
hasteneth to arrive." 
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And there was great commotion amongst the 
people; the nations heard with disquietude, and a 
red light darted on the height of the Vatican. 

Meanwhile the twelye voices of the angels sang, 
" The deliverance is at hand ! Bless ye the dawn of 
Salvation!" 
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CHAPTER II. 

And then mine eyes were opened to new divine 
intelligence; and I found myself seated upon a 
cloud, and that cloud hung above the eminence of 
Sinai : the summit of the mount was surrounded by 
Tapours that emitted a light most dazzling; and 
within those vapours there was hidden the Spirit of 
God; and the angels, the* skies, the sun, and the 
whole universe adored in silence. 

And I doubted — and yet hoped, and, weeping, 
I prayed. 

The silence of Prayer, of the heavens, and of 
Nature, was interrupted by the noise of human pas- 
sions that wrestled on the earth, and the earth wa& 
at the base of the mount, which exalted itself so that 
it touched the vaiJt of Heaven; and my glance, 
made powerful by God, perceived the entire world 
below, and wandered over its seas, beholding mil- 
lions of cities, and discovering millions of atoms that 
contended against and destroyed one another; and 
those atoms formed mankind. 
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And when my gaze comprehended the Universe^ 
I saw that the earth — a tenebrions and misty globe — 
turned round rapidly in the vacuity of the heavens, 
and it appeared that the sun gave that motion to the 
earthy and illumined it ; and I perceived the moon 
to follow and wind about with it ; and then I per- 
ceived the harmony of the spheres, and finally, three 
chosen spirits that revealed the knowledge of the 
skies, and, watching the sun, they enquired into its 
potency. Those spirits — Galileo, Copernico, and 
Newton — ^were encircled by angels, singing, " The 
heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
sheweth his handi-work." 

And whilst beholding the heavens and the earth, 
I saw the infinitude of God, and understood my 
own unworthiness. 

And a wind, like a rushing whirlwind, was heard 
through the air, and the sky seemed agitated by its 
stormy impetus. 

And behold, as when in the arid l^ahara breathes 
the Simoon, which casts the sands of the . desert 
through the air, until it is replete with atoms of 
yellow dust ; 

So forcibly did that wind, which was the breath of 
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God, descend on earth, and, aiming at the sotds of 
men, it bore them unto Heaven, beyond those clouds 
that hung above the summit of Sinai. 

It was vast and dense — ^that crowd of souls, innu- 
merable, even as the sands of the sea, the stars of 
Heaven, or the drops of the four oceans of the world. 

And those souls appeared wearied and oppressed 
by human emotions — ^they were languid, they were 
chained, and resigned themselves^ as though dying, 
to the strength of the whirlwind, which impelled 
them unto the height of Heaven. 

And when they respired the sweet gales of the 
mount of God, they aroused themselves, and lower- 
ing their glance, they saw the earth which spun 
round in the firmament, and they wept then, incon- 
golably, and without rest they wept. 

But from the far-off earth, the despots who in- 
habited it, likewise sent forth a cry as of thunder, to 
drown the weeping of the elect spirits drawn toge- 
ther in the heavens. 

And they were the oppressors of the people, and 
the despots of the immortal soul ^ and that thunder 
was the roar of war between the mighty and ambi- 
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tious, who, one and all, combatted the Truth — excit- 
ing errors and prejudices, and subduing the hope of 
better times. 

But the Lord God rent the clouds asunder, and 
manifested Himself with awfiil countenance. He 
fixed upon the earth His grieved and threatening 
gaze, and said unto the impious: **Ye miserable 
ones, believe ye, with unholy tumult to silence the 
Truth, which is the voice of God ? The supreme 
voice of God is thunder in the vault on high — ^it is 
the terror of reprobates, but the puissant hope of the 
humble adorer's future !" 

And for a little while there succeeded a silence — 
a fearful silence — ^funereal, and dreadful, extending 
even from the heavens to the gulfs of obscurity : 

And now — remark — and fear not ; the ire of God 
troubles not the tormented — but the tormentors ! 
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CHAPTER III. 

And thus the Almighty announced His Word unto 
the ancient society that was declining away, unto 
that which had newly arisen, and unto the genera- 
tions yet to come : 

" I created man after mine own image and simili- 
tude ; his body was innocent, and his soid was pure. 

" I gave him animation, faculty, and will ; reason, 
virtue, and liberty were bounteously and impartially 
bestowed upon him; for I sun. just in my principle, 
in my Creator Spirit, and in my will ; and these per- 
vade the heavens, embrace creation, and penetrate 
into the unknown depths. 

" The intellect of man comprehended the secrets 
of Heaven and of the Universe ; his virtue was that 
of the angelic retinue of the Eternal. With liberty 
indeterminate and illimited, he had ability to move 
through the spaces of the spheres, on the immensity 
of the oceans, and over the entire earth. 
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" I gave unto him the rights of human power, with 
this sole restriction, that he should not question the 
mystery of Eternity ; 

^* And he hath chosen to immerge himself in that 
unfathomable sea, and there he hath discovered 
death. 

" His reason strayed from the knowledge of God ; 
he imbibed the plenitude of malice and wrath ; his 
virtue became the slave of vice ; his liberty gave place 
to servitude ; his mind inyent^d a religion of terres- 
trial gods, and his Maker was forgotten ! 

** Consider man from the days of the pure Eden 
until the present age ; he resembles — ^then is cursed 
of God; the elements pour their fury round the 
head bowed with iniquity; the hydra of despotism 
scourges him ; worldly ambition blinds, and offences 
render him rebellious ; the Priests of Baal intimidate 
him — as, wandering, sad, devoid of hope and peace, 
with bent head and with eyes closed to the light, this 
primitive representative of Jehovah roams discon- 
solately through the world ! 

"Awake thou! oh! immortal creature, raise towards 
me thy brow, which beareth not the mark of Cain ; 
abandon the wisdom of earth, its vices and its arts-— 



24 PROPHECY OF 

return with purity of mind unto thy Father ; yea ! 
come to the embrace of the God of righteousness — 
the terror of the violent — the awe of the impostor. 

" I have punished thy disobedience by depriving 
thee of much Divine knowledge — ^by recalling from 
thy body the breath which animated it ; but I have 
left thee a soul that lives eternally, an unquenchable 
perception of Truth, human rights and duties, thy 
physical strength, and liberty. 

^^ Wherefore hast thou rendered these, thy sublime 
attributes, subject to the caprice of the profane? And 
wherefore hast thou destroyed the equality of con- 
ditions which were entrusted to thy keeping ? 

" And how hast thou done with the reason and 
courage that I have given thee? Hast not thou 
dedicated them to tyranny and superstition, which 
have only burdened thee with immense aiHiction, 
whilst thou hast fanatically defended them ? 

**Now, in a country bathed by the Mediterranean 
and by the Adriatic, there existeth a sect of blood 
and destruction, full of false science and illusion, 
which crieth, ** We reject the God who hath created 
usurpers, and who sustaineth them ; but we adore 
in nature the deity of freedom. 
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^^And these beings — ^bewildered by the human 
passions^ and full of iniquity— -understand naught 
save sin^ and worship naught save folly. 

*^ And having thus gone astray^ they have lost every 
hope ; neither seeing nor hearing God any more ; 
and they create altars to other gods that behold their 
offences without reproving them ; and they believe 
that the creed of Rome is that of God^ understanding 
not the sense of the Holy Word. 

'' Ah! vessels of all wickedness ! you speak but of 
human liberty^ of terrestrial happiness; and if a 
counterfeit Deity entereth your mind, you make of 
it a religion of State. But what! think you that 
I will sanction the movements of your passions, 
or that I will allow the triumph of presumption ? 
The liberty where God is not, is the wild anarchy 
of evil emotions; it is slaughter — it is destruc- 
tion! 

**You have not only a body to be rendered happy 
upon earth ; you have, besides, a soul which exists 
immortally ; and if you desire the well-being of the 
material, there is need to reform, first of all, the soul. 

. ** Purify it from each stain ; tear it from atheism ; 
make it to return unto God, and your spirit shall 

c 
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be free, and your body likewise ; since it will follow 
the will of the Immortal Essence. 

"And then your freedom will be unbounded, and 
it shall no more degenerate into rebellion ; because 
my Divine wisdom shall be its eternal guide. 

**But ah, ye wish not to comprehend these things; 
and ye reproach God with your miserable social 
condition. 

*' Man, whom I have created, disobeyeth me ; for- 
getteth me, neglecteth me for his idols ; preferreth 
the authors of crime before me, and afterwards ac- 
cuseth me of evils that emanate from his own imper- 
fection; he accuseth Jehovah, (who hath loved 
him from the beginning, and who ordained that he 
should exist), and basely he abjureth and blas- 
phemeth him ! 

*' Ingrates ! that have wandered from the heavenly 
way until you are sunk in a profound abyss ; you 
impute unto me calamities invented by yourselves, 
and'to which you vilely submit ! 

" You speak profanely of the Almighty, who hath 
given for your native country a world situate in the 
infinitude of heaven ; who hath given you an admo- 
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nitory companion to cheer and love you throughout 
this life^ and who hath also given you that spiritual 
knowledge which elevateth the soul to the contem- 
plation of its unfading inheritance of life everlasting." 

And in the eye of the Holy One there trembled a 
tear^ that fell silently as the ray^ which^ in the nighty 
severs itself from the polar star^ and glides noise- 
lessly through the convex of heaven. 

And a throng of angels knelt before him^ and 
placed that tear within the vase of Divine sorrow. 

Tremblingly I fell on the ground in adoration, 
with face hidden between my hands ; and my senses 
appeared to forsake me ; 

And I heard the tremendous voice of the angfels, 
^* God weepeth for the first time ! God weepeth for 
mankind !" 

And nature invested herself with gloom, and dark 
sorrowful shadows concealed the stars and the sun : 
— ^it was an awful moment of pain ! 

My soul felt pierced with anguish, and I lay mute 
and afiicted until the gloom was dispelled, and the 
Lord spake anew unto the assembled spirits. 

c 2 
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CHAPTER IV. 

'* I GAVE unto you the decalogue, the ark, and 
my priests; and you have preferred the human 
laws, the idols of superstition, and the priests of 
Baal. 

*' I gave you rulers, and you obeyed not their 
commands. 

",I gave you judges, and you despised them. 

*' I willed to endow you with the liberty of the 
clouds, the birds, and the elements ; but you prized 
it not. 

*' You asked of me a prince, and I sent one unto 
you : but remember that you said, ' He will only 
trouble us; he will compel us to serve him in 
poverty and wretchedness.' 

**Know ye not that there is the authority 
which emanateth from the law, and the caprice 



THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 29 

of tyranny which adapteth the law to its own 
despotic will ? The authority arising from the 
law of justice is sacred ; but that of tyranny is im- 
pious. 

'* Wherever I direct my glance, I see naught save 
despotism, and cruel tyrants usurping throughout 
the world! Two sole nations are free, and they 
value the precepts of the Lord ! 

" In'Rome I perceive a ruler who commandeth the 
worship of certain idols of clay, which he presumeth 
to call gods ; he swayeth a sceptre of iron, and with 
fierce severity doth he inculcate his vile doctrines. 

'* And whilst, in a remote angle of Italy, some 
chosen spirits disclose the light of the gospel, the 
usurpers of the land persecute them, and cast them 
into darksome prisons — encouraged by men who ap- 
plaud their deeds of oppression ; who cry, ' God 
and truth are our enemies/ 

" I have created no right which boasteth of exalt- 
ing one man above all other mortals: your rights 
are equal ; and God only is above you." 

" All possess the privilfege to live, and to live free, 
and uncontrolled by the heavy hand of domination ; 
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and this boon is granted alike unto the animal race 
— ^the smallest insects^ and the meanest plants. 

" Yet every immunity is subject to a duty, that 
which helpeth to form human morality ; but the 
despots of earth abuse the rights of liberty, without 
following its duties. 

"And rights and duties spring from morality ; mo- 
rality from conscience, and conscience from God. 

"Now, I hear a great outcry amongst the nations — 
and I perceive each man armed for the re-establish- 
ment of his individual rights — ^but not pne speaketh 
of the service owed by man to his Creator ; neither 
of the respect which is due to human nilers. 

" Verily, I say unto you, that between the cruel 
master and the vindictive subject there is no differ- 
ence ; because the one and the other exercise a right 
of blood, without reference to the counsel of their 
conscience. 

** Ah, your future will be sangidnary, because you 
only thirst after rigorous power ; you wish to wield 
the absolute authority of tyrants — and your land, 
therefore, instead of containing one hundred des- 
pots, reckons hundreds of thousands. 
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" And tides maybe changed^ but the realities will 
remain the same> if ye refuse to recognise the claims 
of your Maker. 

'' Since you are so eager after privileges^ seek that 
of equality ; it is the sole right which wholly be- 
longeth to you. 

** It is an immunity which I created with the 
world ; you are all equals all my sons ; therefore 
love one another^ and have faith in me. 

" And I say unto you, that whoever destroyeth 
the standard of uniformity before God, shall be 
cursed seventy times seven. 

" For men oftentimes destroy equality, making 
earth the exclusive territory of the arbitrary and ambi- 
tious, who aspire to an arrogant dominion of worldly 
things; who become inebriated with power, and 
consequently forget their proper duties, and their 
God. 

^^ Then, complaints are throughout the world ; 
trouble pervades the heart of man ; many sins tor- 
ment his body; and his soul, being utterly per- 
verted, ceaseth to remember that it was formed for a 
heavenly being. 
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^* And, as if the clay were his only possession, as 
if the corporeal were destined never to decay, he 
taketh no thought for the welfare of his soul. 

^^ Yet I say unto you, that thrones, authorities, 
pleasures, miseries, and mortal errors, all are transi- 
tory ; the body to which they are allied, dieth, and 
the spirit alone is immortal. 

^'When the bane of slavery overthrew your 
equality, and the pitiless Roman dynasty rendered 
you insolent — ^worshippers of the sword — ^and rebels 
against God and against society; 

" When philosophical sects were created by thou* 
sands, in the vain hope of refreshing, by their mis- 
taken and irrational ideas, the soul that was pros- 
trated by sin ; 

*^ When the followers of Plato created the beautiful 
ideal of the spirit, and Stoics advocated fatality and 
the cold theories of human reason ; 

"When Sceptics doubted all truth, all happi- 
ness, and wearied of existence ; and when Epi- 
cureans delighted but in the pleasures of vice ; 

^^ In those days, to purify your nature, and render 
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it worthy of myself, I sent unto you my Son, the 
only holy emanation of my glory, and sole Mediator 
between God and man ; 

*' He clothed himself in human form, to indicate 
that He bore with Him the infirmities of mankind — 
to demonstrate that He must sacrifice Himself for 
them — ^that he must redeem and justify them. 

*' And not as a King came Christ the Liberator upon 
earth — but poor and destitute as the poorest amongst 
you — in order that your pride might be subdued, 
and that you might understand your real poverty. 

** And His laws He committed to a senate of apos- 
tles, chosen from the world, yet men and sinners like 
yourselves ; and this was to manifest that the apos- 
tolic mission is confided unto the people. 

''^And ye — ^who have been conceived in sin, whose 
lives are a confession of ingratitude, who desire to 
continue in wickedness, disregarding the offer of 
everlasting life — you would not hear the voice of 
Christ=— but nailed Him upon the cross, and now 
you prefer before Him an imaginary Deity which 
you call Nature I 

" What availeth it that the gospel be laid on your 



34 PROPHECY OF 

altars ? Where is the foMbnent of its dictates ? The 
poor die on the brink of the consecrated pavement^ 
and no one extendeth the hand of mercy to them ; — 
the virtuous are unhappy, the widow and orphan are 
oppressed ; war groweth everywhere out of misera- 
ble questions of dominion — and the people are 
crushed by violence, whilst the nations which make 
their boast of Christianity stir not to succour them, 
but allow the reign of the Impostor to endure ; and 
thus are my people permitted to imprison, torment, 
and slay one another ; to blaspheme, and to live and 
die unbelievers, idolaters, and assassins of true free- 
dom ; and dare ye to say that the gospel guideth you ? 

^^ Believe you that Christ hath given His laws to 
favour unholy passions — ^to be interpreted by a sect 
of pharisees— or to be the stay of injustice and fe- 
rocity ? Oh, cowards ! that bow the head before the 
partisans of Baal, whilst you crucify Christ ! ye 
insult the Eternal and His truth, to obey your own 
fanaticism !" 

And in the eye of God there again trembled a 
tear, and the assembled angels placed that tear 
within the chalice of Divine justice. 

And the gathered generations fell down before the 
Lord, sending forth a cry of sorrow. 
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And I heard anew the tremendous voice of the 
angels: "God weepeth for the second time; He 
weepeth for mankind !" 

And it was for all an awful moment of affliction. 
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CHAPTER V. 

When the spheres renewed their splendour^ and 
the stars cast off their veil of grief, when the sun 
shed a smile of love over all nature — again the Lord 
spake unto the souls which he had summoned. 

*' A great movement is in the heart of the nations ; 
the people are agitated, and their intellect is awaken- 
ing to the light of truth ; yet a little longer, tyranny 
holdeth them oppressed and enchained, but a shout 
of hope soundeth from among the fetters, and the 
despots tremble on their tottering thrones. 

*' Imposture, bigotry and cruelty mingle in the 
battle against right, liberty and independence. 

*' But the truth for which they clamour is their 
Deism; they call that freedom which is satanic 
bondage ; and the end of the independence that they 
covet — ^is it not death ? 

" They speak not of God's truth, of liberty of con- 
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science^ or of spiritual equality^ and therefore they are 
not understood : therefore are their doctrines ridiculed. 

" There must be an end upon the earth of that 
rights that liberty^ and that independence^ which 
are merely three errors of pride, arising from the 
other three evils of imposture, bigotry and cruelty. 

*' Eighteen centuries of moral and physical captiv- 
ity shall produce eighteen years of slaughter ; for the 
people who are now complaining shall one day break 
their chains, and then will be a season of exceeding 
trial for all ; 

" And they will lack graves for the slain ; they 
will need seas to receive the blood which shall be 
shed ; and the earth will be wreathed with flames. 

"These people will rise against the oppressors, 
even as the oppressors have risen against them ; and 
they will demand ' eye for eye — ^tooth for tooth;' 

'* The law of forgiveness which Christ hath taught, 
will gain no attention from the multitude who love 
vengeance more than their God ; 

"And there will be heard grei^t disturbance amongst 
them, and men wiU rove from nation to nation; 
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those of the north will carry slaughter to the south ; 
and those of the south will spread death around 
them in the east; 

''And all the despots^ with their priests, shall be 
destroyed; and there shall remain the people — ^in- 
famous as were, in former days, their tyrants. 

'* One people will unite with another on the way 
they will profess amity in the morning — ^they will 
commit divers sins together throughout the day; 
and in the evening they will massacre one another 
with the sword. 

'' And there will be heard millions of apostles 
preaching new human doctrines, and new political 
theories ; but none will speak of God, because God 
is not in earthly vengeance. 

" And new nations, new governments, shall be 
created, and it will be evident, in the end, that 
worldly knowledge sufficeth not for the guidance 
of the states and the people ; 

'' And then shall succeed a universal war, and the 
earth shall be bathed by an ocean of blood. 

'* Thus the sin of revenge, which hath grown from 
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out the jealousy of Cain, will be completed by the 
murderous weapons of the multitudes. 

" During seven days the world shall be a sanguin- 
nary battle-field, devastation shall rule within the 
cities, and the sea shall be crimson, the sky shall 
be covered with dark clouds, and the sun again be 
veiled. 

" And when every place is laid waste, the few elect 
saved from amidst the general ruin, will emerge 
from their caves of refuge to behold the earth purged 
from its iniquity. 

" And the hour shall bring the dawn of morning, 
and the sky shall be cloudless and peaceful, and there 
shall resound through the air the voices of my angels, 
singing — ' The kingdom of our God is come !' 

'^ Then shall arise chosen apostles of the gospel, 
and they flhall disperse through the world to an- 
nounce the advent of the reign of Christ. 

^' And the world shall be one eternal smile; man 
shall learn to love charity and virtue, and to live 
for God and his neighbour. 

'* In the meanwhile, prepare ye for these times ; my 
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voice speaketh clearly and plainly unto all people, 
alike unto the true worshippers, and to those who 
have not known me. 

'* The ruin which I have foretold, shall be verified, 
because you will not exercise mercy one towards 
another, and because you desire not the service of the 
Most High, who is averse to your passions of strife 
and destruction. 

" For you Christ is not sufficient ; there is need 
therefore that you immolate yourselves for your 
transgressions ; but you are storing a severe judg- 
ment for your souls in heaven !" 

And now the last tear shed by the Lord of Hosts, 
was placed by the angels within the vase of wrath 
Divine, and afterwards committed to the charge of 
the archangel of retribution, who wielded a sword 
of fire at the Lord's right hand. 

And the congregated spirits returned to earth 
tremulous and overcome by fear. 

On the subsequent day, all had forgotten the words 
of the Almighty, all had alike renewed their favorite 
vices ! 
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CHAPTER VI. 

And when I reviewed the earth, mute and sha- 
dowed, owing to the servitude of the soul, (which 
may dissemble, which may submit, but which medi- 
tateth always,) when I beheld the chains of my 
brethren, the many scaffolds stained with blood ; 
when I saw righteousness persecuted, truth impri- 
soned, and oppression amongst all — I wept discon- 
solately. 

The tears are incessantly within mine eyes. My 
life has been twenty-five years of weeping, of de- 
lusive hopes, of vanished illusions, and perpetual 
sorrow. 

And I repeat ofttimes, *' Wherefore was I 
bom?*' and one only idea affords me comfort: it 
is the presage of a heavenly rest. 

For I am severed from my native clime — ^without 
friends — without comforter. Men pass carelessly 
around me, and discern not the convulsion of my 
heart. 
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They have snatched me violently from the festival 
of life ; they have calumniated, insulted, and despised 
me. Oh ! the eyes of the exile are made to foUow 
crime and cruelty ; the eyes of the exile are made 
alone for weeping ! 

Because I was not comprehended, not hearkened 
to — ^I have withdrawn myself from the world : and, 
perceiving the errors of mankind, I would that my 
tears were plentiful as the drops of the ocean, that 
they might pour forth for them and me ; 

Since we have deep need of pardon and of faith. 

When I said iznto my soul, ^^ My coiintrymen 
must be reclaimed by means of liberty," I strove for 
the welfare of the agitated nation, and believed that 
I should see the worship of the God of virtue ; 

But I beheld, instead, vehement ambitions, masked 
under the name of freedom — and stubborn bigots 
who shunned the mention of Jehovah's will; 

And I descried tyrants who misled the people ; 
and then a loud thunder of war arose among the na- 
tions : and I observed darkness in the intellect, and 
shackles round the feet of men — ^and imposture was 
triumphant. 
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And trom that instant I hated this life^ and 
yearned towards Heaven ; 

And it is because my day is waning, that 1 sing 
this last warning canticle of lamentation. 

Children of Italy ! whom I have loved so well — 
heed the voice of your poet, and listen while you 
may ; for he is moved to speak unto you of God. 
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CHAPTER Vlf. 

Now I behold the Capitol of Eome^ and the cu- 
pola of St. Peter, which loseth itself in the heavens. 

And I see that the streets are fiUed with a super- 
stitious populace; there are women unmindM of 
their duties — there are throngs of arbitrary priests : 
and I hear a song of joy. 

And the cries which they elevate, reach to the ex- 
tremity of the vaporous atmosphere ! but being met 
by the anger of God, they are iinable to penetrate 
higher, and they descend again to earth, with a 
noise resembling the din of the infernal region. 

And the clamour increases, as there re-enters 
Kome, the slave of slaves^ who is become the ruler 
of rulers. 

This impostor held a sack of gold in his left hand 
— a sack which belonged to a Hebrew ; 

And whilst he scattered coin amongst the cor- 
rupted people, the Hebrew cried in loud accents : 
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" The Deceiver who boasteth to represent Christ 
upon earth — ^hath been restored by a Jew, for the 
sum of twelve millions ; 

*' The oflfensive mouth which hath issued the ana- 
thema against me, now blesseth me, because I have 
satiated its owner's thirst for gold. 

*' Aye ! money hath accomplished this ; money — 
the idol of the Jew and of the Papist ! Money ! the 
henbane of the world ! 

" This Deceiver was banished. The sovereigns 
and coTintries of earth had already despised his sup- 
pressed domination ; he sought to recover himself by 
the assistance of gold and imposture : he found a 
willing support from the enslaved populace : but he 
found no gold — he appealed for it to me — ^he hath 
not blushed to receive alms from the hand of an 
Israelite I 

'^ And this money sufficeth him to pay the mer- 
cenary fleets that re-elect him to his throne; it will 
suffice him to nourish the manifold errors of his sin- 
ful court. We scorn the counterfeit deity who de- 
pendeth on us for his brief existence ; and therefore 
we proclaim it to our sons, that this money-worship- 
ing impostor is upheld by the gold of the Jew. 
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*' The Jew, without country, and without honours 
— ^the Jew, who wandereth a vagrant over the earth, 
and who is forced to purchase a home and patrimony, 
now replaceth on his throne the idol of the Papists. 

*' Unhappy idol ! He had fallen into disfavour, 
and could no longer satisfy his arrogant longings ; 
but the Hebrew passed him by, and felt compassion, 
and threw to him his purse. 

" Behold ! oh, misguided men ! and scrutinize 
your idol. He possesses the soul of Mammon, that 
most vile of aU the infernal spirits — Mammon, which 
is sold to Satan for thirty silver pieces — Mammon, 
which urged Judas to sell Christ for a sum equiva* 
lent, and which hath now persuaded this impostor to 
bind himself to the Jew for twelve millions !" 



And the gathered multitudes again applauded; 
the Pope laughed a tartarian laugh; and the 
demon inhabitants of the fiery pit exulted because 
of his return ; 

And the skies were overshadowed with heavy 
mourning, and the pitying angels wept. 

I saw the unholy mirth, and wept also with the 
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sons of Italy who witnessed this conquest of the 
great pretender. 

And in my sorrow, I could but repeat, " Why am 
I created to behold such iniquity? and why, oh. 
Father of Heaven ! why doth error so often triumph, 
and why is truth oppressed ? *' 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

And whilst men made so great slaughter of the 
truth, of the reason and independence of a noble peo- 
ple — ^who were vilified by tyranny and superstition — 
the many nations of earth were silent. 

Christians and pagans — ^the incredulous and the 
fanatical — beheld those inj[uries, but none arose with 
the cry of indignant equity. 

Were the liberty of my country a sack of sUver 
— were the religion of Christ a handful of gold — 
myriads would gather to plunder, though not to 
defend ; 

But liberty and iaith are moral possessions ; human 
egotism is unable to speculate upon them, and there- 
fore liberty and faith are neglected and abandoned ! 

Oh, Italia ! Thou that didst give to the world 
civilisation — the noble laws and the ennobling arts — 
thou art forgotten of all nations ! 
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If God inspire thee not with courage to destroy 
despotism and bigotry — ^thou wilt be always a slave 
— ^restless and nuserable. Hope nevermore in the 
kingdoms of earthy but labour well^ and confide thy 
destiny to God ! 

Thou wast already restored potent and happy : the 
Impostor of Rome had fled away. His throne was 
levelled^ and gospel freedom began to irradiate the 
exquisite purity of thy heaven ; 

And in the combat which thou didst sustain against 
dying oppression^ no one aided thee: there were 
three countries which tormented and assisted to sub- 
due thee, there were some which betrayed thee, and 
others which offered thee the useless and derisive 
support of their inactive sympathy ; 

Thou didst fall, oh, my beloved land! — and there 
were those who rejoiced thereat — and thousands who 
mocked thee with a jest of idle weeping. 

For the human heart which surrenders to ambition 
— ^which bows unto fanaticism, avarice and every 
vice — ^is unable to discern attraction in true&ith and 
social liberty ! 



50 PROPHECY OF 



CHAPTER IX. 

And seeing onr generation so corrupted, so blind- 
ed and fascinated by error, I despaired of the moral 
and social redemption of the people. 

And men accused me of want of hope and confi- 
dence. 

But I have trust in God«— I hope and confide in 
Him — although from man I fear all, and expect 
nothing : 

Because man is depraved, and the truth dazzles 
his eyes, and he prefers falsehood ; freedcnn smiles 
upon him, and he chooses to preserve his chains ; 

For the natural heart is a vessel of impiety, where 
the passions ferment — ^where reason is mute — ^where 
the soul grows drowsy in its atmosphere of wii^ed- 
ne88*--«nd where the God of holiness cannot enter. 



unto man — " Love God, and thy neighbour ; 
eschew anger, and be thou humane and generous ; 
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sacrifice all for thy brother — even life, because Christ 
has died for thee upon the cross : " 

And he will declare that he loveth God — ^yet will 
he leave his brother in the dust ; he will oppress — 
conspire against — and curse him, and roughly break 
the delicate fibres of the sensitive and virtuous heart. 

Who has not suffered firom the knowledge of man- 
kind ? and for what can one possibly hope from so 
great a combination of vices ? 

Thousands of the present generation are like nox- 
ious mud, which infects the atmosphere : neither 
time, nor seasons, nor suns, may impart to it the 
purity of the waters of the sea, there will pass days, 
months, and years — ^and the corruption will be al- 
ways offensive, untilatlength it shall have dried away. 

And then shall come the better life, and the king- 
dom of Christ 
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CHAPTER X. 

And all those philosophical and political sects 
which for two centuries have agitated Europe — tend 
to the independence and guilt of the body^ and treat 
not of the soul. 

There was a period when the world knew slavery, 
the division of nations, and the domination of iron ; 

Then came Christ, and said unto humanity : ** Love 
ye and afford one another protection, for life is but 
a padsage to heaven ; " 

And then arose principles of social re-union, 
of friendship between the kingdoms, of truth tri- 
umphant over the prejudices and opinions of earth. 

But science reversed these moral principles, and 
made them serve the will of man. Oh ! verily, 
the tree of knowledge was not the tree of life ! 

Look towards those twelve nations of Europe, that 
call for freedom ; consider their ways. 
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liberty is, to their view, the overthrow of tyranny 
— and the victory of the people ; whereas liberty is 
mere anarchy, unless it be regulated by the laws of 
righteousness. 

They desire socialism, which is the association of 
the odious and invitiated — of reformers of armies 
and administrations— of brawling terrors for weak 
governors. 

Monarchy is the preservation of antique customs 
and hierarchies, — ^now supported, in most places, by 
Romanism and the sword. 

All are struggling to maintain the social abuses, 
or to erect their individual principles above those of 
others. 

If you ask them, " What is this terrestrial interest 
that leadeth you astray ? Our life is but a dream, 
and every thing passes away; why, then, are you 
induced to fight for your earthly well-being, when our 
settled home is in heaven ? " If you address them 
thus, they will not comprehend you. 

And such is the present generation — and what 
cause for hope does it afford? 
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CHAPTER XL 

DuBiVG six jean, this same generadon poisoned 
me with its vices and its science — until Grod show- 
ered His rays of light into my mind — and I was 
sayed! 

In the midst of grand political commotions, the 
tmth of the Grospel descends amongst the people, 
and they awake to new life ; 

And the coming generation shall be productive of 
" Faith and Liberty/' 

Let us then prepare for those times — ^let us eagerly 
watch for their advent. Falsehood shall be met by 
Wisdom — and be for ever vanquished ; 

No more hierarchies — each one who hears the 
Word of God, shall be His disciple, His apostle, 
and His prophet ; 

In order that the body may not degrade the spirit ; 
— that passion may cease to pervert the one, and 
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philosophy to ruin the other ; and that both may be 
guided by virtue and by faith. 

Oh ! let us yield up titles^ grandeur, honours, and 
worldly distinctions: Christ — whom we adore — ap- 
peared upon earth far more indigent, and far more 
friendless. 

Let us imitate Him here, that we may glorify Him 
hereafter. 

Let us repeat these things to our wives, to our 
children, and to our friends ; let us prepare for the 
friture age — the enlightened generation ; 

For the kingdom of God is at hand ! 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Whbn the light of Truth irradiated my soul, ye, 
my brethren, bitterly reproached me, and attributed 
my conversion to hypocrisy, asserting that I was a 
renegade to the creed of my fathers. 

But instead of renouncing, I reformed that creed : 
instead of casting it from me I reconciled it with the 
teaching of the pure Gospel — ^preferring the infalli- 
ble Saviour to Roman superstition. 

My God is a God of peace and love — ^but your 
god, oh, Italians, is a mystery — a deity of revenge, 
oppression and blood ! 

I renoimced the priestly deity, which, while he 
condemns, yet preaches unto us; which slays us with 
the steel of barbarity — crushes us with Papal despot- 
ism — and summons strangers into Italy, to secure to 
himself the throne of the Caesars — now styled the 
legacy of St. Peter. 

I renounce that deity, which, rejoicing in the 
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prayers of the mammon of iniquity^ has created a 
society of ministers of Baal^ who open Heaven to 
the executioners of humanity^ and to the prince 
guilty of human blood. 

I renounce the deity which desires to see cloudi- 
ness and night in the soul thirsting for the effulgence 
of Holiness — that deity which created neither sun 
nor stars — ^but which was elected by the league of 
the government with the priesthood, to the end that 
the errors of human nature might be ^rendered 



I renounce a deity, subject and slave to sinful im- 
pulses ; a deity, which, whilst acting equally to his 
Romish agents, deplores evU, yet commits slaughter, 
cursing yet applauding — and by this inconsistency, 
ruining the country over which he reigns. 

I renounce a deity who has made of his Church — 
a nest of obscenity, idolatry, and avarice ; who pur- 
chases the souls of believers with the gold of earth ; 
— ^who promises heaven to despots, savages, and 
calumniators : and who quaffs the red life*stream 
from the chalice of his altars. 

Again I repeat, that I renounce this deity — which 
is not that God of Joshua who will liberate His 
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people, and who will cause the angel of His ven- 
geance to descend upon the field of Sennacherib. 

The rage of violent priests has rendered this false 
deity abominable in mine eyes ; they announce him as 
a god of terror — ^they tell ns that he knows how to 
revenge — ^but never pardons. 

Searching the pages of ancient history, I see mis- 
sionaries, preceded by the cross, wandering through 
Europe, Asia and America, contending roughly — 
and obtaining the victory by means of carnage, havoc, 
and massacre : 

As though they had been heralded by the eastern 
sun-flame, the crescent moon, or the black standard 
of African corsairs — these men, preceded by the 
bloodless cross, penetrated within the heart of each 
nation — and, in the name of God, slew the inhabit- 
ants — betrayed — and enslaved them to superstition. 

And their every road — their every path — their 
every footstep was tinted with blood ! Oh, scattered 
bones of twelve millions of Americans l^— oh, sacred 
ashes of two millions of Spaniards, Germans, and 
English! — bones and ashes of invincible martyrs, 
arise ! Reproach ye these monks for the fury of 
their deity ! 
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Italians ! This idol was never mine ! I retire from 
your altars^ sanguinary throughout all generations, 
to adore the Christ of moral redemption — the 
Sovereign of mankind ! 



E 8 



60 PROPHECY OF 



CHAPTER XIII. 

I HAVE preferred to your heathenism^ the worship 
of Jehovah " in spirit and in truth ; " 

I believe in the Lord^ who has created the finite 
universe, and the infinite eternity — ^in the Majesty 
which has formed the mortal frame, and the immor- 
tal soul. 

I believe in human life, and in the state perennial 
— I believe that the soul slumbers in this duU torpor, 
designated existence, to awaken itself in the bosom 
of Paradise. 

I believe in Christ, the emanation of the Supreme 
Spirit; I believe in His mission of reconciliatioa 
upon the earth — of salvation for souls — of freedom 
for the people — and of wisdom for our understand- 
ing. 

In accordance with His laws and doctrine, I be- 
lieve that all men owe to one another — love — ^pro- 
tection—and assistance in the struggle against des- 
potism and falsehood. 
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And I deem responsible before God — ^for the blood 
which is shed with impunity — ^those loquacious and 
indolent nations who view the strife — ^but who oflfer 
not to maintain the sacred cause ; 

For this cause is one that affects all kingdoms — 
and the many ought to unite for its glory, — since 
when every region shall be peopled by freemen, and 
believers in Messiah — austerity and contention. 
Popery and cruelty shall disappear from the face of 
earth. 

But were men to remain obdurate — ^were they to 
avert their eyes from the sacrifice which follows the 
cry of liberty and truth, the rage and treachery of 
Popery would continue for ever in the world. 

Behold, we dwell in one region of trial, we are 
brethren bom to love each other, and to assemble 
round the throne of God, many spirits in the unity 
of one. 

Yet Popes and their tyrants keep us divided and 
oppressed ; they abhor the Truth, which is really 
God — since where there is no Truth there is no 
God; 

Let us then combat for this invaluable principle ; 
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that the aim of those who desire the perpetual 
slavery of the soul may be utterly confounded. 

These despots of the deathless wiU of man^ seek 
to persevere in their errors and their fierceness^ at 
the cost of their celestial heritage; whilst we long 
for mental emancipation and social unanimity^ in or- 
der that we may better attain imto everlasting bliss. 

My brethren, interrogate Conscience, and she will 
say unto you, '* We feel the need of pure faith and 
of unfeigned trust — ^we thirst for spiritual freedom." 

Glance around your country, and you will see that 
it trembles, that it is agitated and fearful — because 
the Spirit of God is passing through and animating it. 

There will come a day when the nation shall emit 
a roaring, as of an earthquake — ^when the oppressors 
shall grow pale, and the brazen throne of the Bomish 
impostor shall &11 vilely and meanly, amidst the 
thanksgivings of the people. 

For the vessel of their iniquity will then be fall — 
the immensity of its own weight shall overturn it — 
and the Lord shall make the plenitude of righteous- 
ness and peace a compensation for eighteen centuries 
of bigotry and bondage ; 
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And when you perceive that tunrnlt of which I 
speak unto you, say aloud, *Taint not, oh inhabit- 
ants of earth ! It is the justice of God, which He 
pours on the heads of the Papal deceivers. Be still 
— until the ire of the Most High be appeased, and 
Babylon be fallen r 



64 PKOPHECY OF 



CHAPTER XIV. 

The knowledge of equality was brought into the 
world by Jesus Christy in order to abase imperious 
rulers^ and to destroy the altars of those states that 
governed with irreligion, cruelty, and thraldom. 

He appeared amongst us, preceded not by lauding 
angels ; but without sword, without crown — He de- 
clared the universe His patrimony, and mankind His 
brethren. 

He left Princes to conspire, and Pharisees to 
curse ; and turned Him towards the poor — expound- 
ing unto them the mystery of that Word which opens 
glory to unhappy captives — ^to the lowly in heart — 
and to all that mourn. 

And whilst He published good tidings — the king- 
doms fell — ^the haughty trembled — and the creeds 
established by pagan violence, were swallowed up 
in the nullity whence they emerged — and this, be- 
cause ferocity and falsehood are not the principles of 
humanity: and light was diffused over the whole 
earth. 
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Now that the grace of God has awakened the soul, 
and instructed it in the walk of faith — fraternizing 
the people^ and manifesting unto us the doctrines of 
equality and liberty — the priests of Borne endeavour 
to sell tMs knowledge to the mighty in the land. 

In the hope that clouds may darken its reason— 
that the heathenism of the Romans may be unable to 
ameliorate itself, and equally powerless to re-instate 
the dynasty of the Caesars — the Papal religion will 
not advance to the light — ^but recedes, ruining its 
millions of souls by the despotism of the state, and by 
the brutality of its regal slaughterers. 

Nature demonstrates a progress in its secret ac- 
quaintance with the treasures of earth — the seasons 
display an alternating movement — ^tyranny also boasts 
a progress wherewith to enchain and entomb the 
multitudes ; but the creed of Popery permits tjo pro- 
gress to amend the condition of its votaries. 

It is doomed to unalterable iniqidty, even as the 
originator of sin is doomed ! 

The apostle Paul has told us that Jesus Christ left 
amongst us His Holy Spirit — ^whereby we might in- 
culcate the precepts of Christianity, and render them 
fruitful in moral and social virtues; but when we 



66 PROPHECY OP 

prepare for the sacred work^ inveterate sacerdotal 
malice flings to us the anathema. 

And yet they tremble — these pharisaic Romanists ! 
They fear the Spirit of unquenchable fire which 
Christ has given us — the Spirit of pure and eternal 
fiame^ which burns ever more and more brightly, as 
ages roll onward-^eclipsing with its splendour the 
hypocrisies and lies that deform and defile the im- 
mortal soul ! 

Hear you not that commotion, wild — tremendous 
— and incessant? Hear you not that clamour of 
ruthless war? The Pharisees are struggling with 
Divine grace — with living Truth. Fools! They 
think not that it shall one day be victorious t they 
know not that to destroy the Truth, would be to 
destroy the Onmipotent, of whom it is the sovereign 
issue — the unceasingly existing breath ! 

Perceive you how hasten the powerful worldlings 
towards the Vatican— to re-elect the embodiment of 
pride and error? Fools! Wherefore trouble, ye 
yourselves to restore and exalt that throne? One 
more gale — one other movement — and its stateliness 
shall be in ashes, and as naught ! 

4 

Then there will come thousands of Catholics sur- 
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rounding the camp of destruction^ and enquiring for 
the Pope and for his priests — and they will perceive, 
in the Spirit of Jehovah which has annihilated them, 
the stone hurled from the mount of Justice — ^to 
prostrate the giant Nabucco to the dust. 

like ancient Paganism, Boman Catholicism 
shall fall without previous report — ^without a cry — 
silently, but irrecoverably : and the wrath of God 
shall reward the oppressors of mankind. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

When every country was subject to the theocrati- 
cal domination of Romish priests^ all that was agree- 
able to the will of the Church was made the rule of 
society. ' 

The caprice of one man imagined the laws — one 
man alone examined them — and deception and vio- 
lence commanded that they should be respected. 

Then the Gospel and the Sanctuary overflowed 
with blood, and Princes plotted with Popes, until 
the faith of Jesus became the reason of rank. 

Now that mercenary prayers, together with egot- 
ism and tyranny, are being wafted away by the 
breath of Truth, the interests of humanity ought to 
regulate those of priests. 

Now that Scripture is the civil law of many re- 
gions, the altar on which it rests being the impidse 
of holy inspiration — now that all are kindly affec- 
tioned, and united in the embrace of Peace, the 
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inhabitants of the east extending the hand of fellow- 
ship to the denizens of the west — Religion may 
become the universal apostleship of unerring Con- 
science. 

And is this the fruit of servitude, bigotry and des- 
potism ? Yes ! They have been productive of that 
Truth, for the sake of which, innumerable lands 
throughout long ages, were appalled by persecutions 
and assassinations ; 

Come, my people ! and observe the result of your 
protracted martyrdom. It is Verity — it is evangeli- 
cal purity driving away the shadows of superstition; 
you have cherished this in your soul, you have nou- 
rished it with your blood ; come hither, and beheld 
the triumph which is yours ! 

It is the produce of that Christian philosophy 
which urged Dante through the desert parts of Italy 
— for which MacchiaveUi was tortured, and Amaldo 
of Brescia, and Savonarola were burned alive ! 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Oh ! ostentatious priests ! That knowledge which 
elevates the spirit^ and deliv^s the body from every 
base passion^ revealed unto us at length your vices, 
and corruption, and from that period we have 
despised you: 

Our reason, illuminated by faith, removed the 
mask from your treachery, discovering the whitened 
sepulchres, whence the frdsomeness of your offences 
reaehed even unto the abode of the Eternal ! 

And we marvelled, indignantly ashamed of the 
foolishness which had so long blinded us, and we re- 
solved to rarefy the phantasms of error in which the 
noble and everlasting soul had been entangled. 

Injustice and barbarity support you, but the hearts 
of the many have forsaken you, and the finger of 
God has marked you as objects of His ire. 

The massacre which you have caused in unhappy 
Italy, the perfidious league of principalities with the 
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priesthood; and the cruel orgies that you celebrate 
with royal despots — these constitute the latest mar- 
tjrrdom of the humanity which men allow to be 
immolated upon the shrine of your atrocity; for the 
holy dowry of Heavenly Grace shall multiply in the 
minds of future generations. 



You are already fallen, and the justice of the Lord 
awaits you. From the Alps to Sicily, one shout of 
imprecation is raised ; and the agitated people send 
forth this voice : 

'* Must we reverence yet an impostor, all reeking 
with Christian blood — a very Demon, who has cre- 
ated the merchandize of slavery in the free church of 
Christ — a renegade who has summoned the stranger 
and Philistine to assist in the destruction of the land 
of Israel ? 

*' Must we, in again acknowledging him, perpetu- 
ate the germ of wrong ? Must we bow this soul — 
fashioned after the similitude of God— before the 
autocrat of an empire of monks ? 

" Must we praise this malign spirit which would 
have us prostrate ourselves before the idol of gold, 
and before the relics of men whom he has sanctified. 



72 PROPHECY OP 

but whom God has perchance refdsed to gather in 
His immortal fold ? 

" Are we bound to purchase with silver the welfare 
of our souls ? Are we for ever destined to remain a 
race of hypocrites and fanatics^ and to be regarded 
with contempt by the entire world ? 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

The agents of the Vatican desire to preserve us 
slaves to their will ; they fear lest we may become 
the sons of wisdom ; they require us to believe in a 
lie — ^to be ruled by the opinions of the weak and bar- 
barous ages — -and to hate the Word of God. 

They require likewise that we respect them — the 
deceivers and pequrors — ^who daily crucify Jesus for 
the love of vile coin. 

They require us to believe in the base mode by 
which images of the Virgin are made to perspire and 
weep, and the blood of beasts to liquify ; and they 
expect that we shall cry with them — ^ Oh ! most 
wondrous miracle ! ' 

But can we incline our bodies unto the work of 
man — ^unto his gods of wood and plaster ? 

Can we believe that to him is given the power of 
creating with two words, the Prince of heaven and 
earth— and of causing him to be swallowed by 
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men in that form of bread denominated transubstan- 
tiation ? 

Is it a duty that we second the efforts of these 
coteries of odious monks and ribald priests — traitors 
who, armed with the crucifix — ^the poniard — and the 
poison of Borgia, combat the growth even of com- 
mon sense, and murder one half the people, that t^ 
residue may be established in a worship of delusion? 

Are we to regard as a just and meritorious work, 
the slaughter committed by the parasites of those na- 
tions that say ' Does not Italy belong by Divine 
right solely to the Pope and to his tyrants ? * 

Ah I Is it then inevitably decreed that the Italian 
shall be deprived of his inheritance,-*- that he shall 
die despairing in a foreign land— sighing vainly for 
his native clime — ^hoping vainly to behold her free, 
and glorying in the faith of Christ ? 

Is it decreed that he shall deplore his birth-place, 
profaned by the stranger-^-his life, which to him is a 
useless load — his family, from whom he is widely 
severed — and his soul, which is unable to deliver 
itself from the yoke of the priesthood ? Oh 1 has the 
irrevocable sentence passed — that he shall do naught 
save weep, and suffer, and despond ? 



THE NINBTBBNTH CENTURY. 75 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Nay ! pretender ta the delegation of St. Peter — 
thou wouldst have to massacre y^t another generation^ 
ere thou couldst persuade us ta view thee as the 
earthly representative of Almighty God — to recog- 
nise thee as the ruler of the world. 

Thou wouldst have to preach incessantly for yet 
three other centuries^ ere thou couldst force us to 
believe that the pc^iaraits of Raphael are likenesses of 
the Virgin — ere thou couldst turn us from the true 
adoration of Jehovah! 

And thou mightest preach long ere thou couldst 
prove the statue of Jove — ^belonging to the ancient 
Romans— to be that of St. Peter ; although during a 
period of six centuries, it has received idolatrous 
homage, and golden offerings. 

Thou mightest preach long, before thou couldst 
make us regard thee as the Infallible Dispenser of 
spiritual life and death — before we could deem thy 
hand of dust privileged to spread amongst men the 
maledictions and blessings of eternity. 

F 2 
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Because of the night of many ages^ the persecu- 
tions of almost countless years^ the ruin of various 
kingdoms, the terror inspired by thy creed, and the 
hatred we feel toward thy vices ; — and because of 
human intellect — which raises itself, and like an elec- 
tric fluid, makes its way amidst espionage, funeral 
piles, and scaflblds — and which has already reached 
to Rome, and there menaces thee ; — ^because of all 
these things, the voice of fearless Truth warns thee — 
oh ! apostate to thy God !— that the days of thine in- 
famy are numbered ! 

Old Europe has cowered silently beneath thy des- 
potism, and that of thy priestly instruments — but the 
silence is now broken by the call of retribution — and 
this country, apparently mute, is the crust of a fiery 
volcano. Woe to the assassins when that call is an- 
swered ! Woe to them when that volcano shall pour 
out its flaming lava ! 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

In the medieval era, when the uncivilised stranger 
disquieted Italy— when ignorance tarnished the bril- 
liancy of human intelligence — and when over the 
majestic ruins of the Roman empire, the vast shadow 
of superstition elevated itself — and the curse of iron 
force commanded until all Europe was in tears ; 

The Emperor Theodosius, called by history 
" great " — ^by justice *' the executioner,'* — returned 
stained with the blood of the Thessalonicans, to 
throw himself at the feet of the LSvite. 

But on advancing near to the dread sanctuary of 
God, he found Ambrosius on the threshold of the 
Temple, venerable through his white hair and many 
years of sorrow. And the Bishop, extending his 
hand, thrust away the Sovereign with these words of 
rebuke — * Cain, Cain, what hast thou done with thy 
brethren ? * 

And the superb prince, bending his disdainful 
neck, confessed his crime — tore off his array of pur- 
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pie— clothed himself with haircloth— and wasted his 
firame with listing. 

And humanity — again disheartened by the ray- 
ages of tyranny-*-extolled the Bishop^ who with his 
fragile rod^ had broken the merciless sceptre of the 
Emperor; 

J%en the Church of Christ was holy^ chaste^ 
and nndefiled ; then Beligion was not the rationality 
eidomimoH; tihe weak were sheltered from the over- 
bearing — the subjects from ferocioiis rulers. 

But ftow the Church has become a sink of 
iniquity — now the priest is a monarch— his creed in- 
culcates oppression and felsehood, and the helpless 
subject may no longer meet with defenders. 

Now^ the priest cherishes within his bosom the 
prince of the Sicilies, which oyerflow with blood; 
he blesses the despot, and proclaims him pious, 
super-excellent, supreme ! He welcomes the strange 
enemy — and delights to terrify, and to slay the poor 
lion^bardians — encouraging with bis. favor the reli- 
gious persecutions in Tuscany. 

Now, the priestly juggler has re-entered Borne, 
making himself a path amidst the fallen of his slaves 



THE KHrKTEENTH CENTUBT. 79 

— ^his poor Catholic herd; he weakens and crushes 
all society^ and verily, his thirst for blood is great as 
was that of Theodosius. 

And although at this present hour, there is 
missing from amongst ns the voice of Ambrosius, to 
affiight the torturers of mankind, yet the voice of the 
Almighty menaces tbem from on high, saying unto 
the Bishop of Borne : ^O treacherous Pontiff! Thou 
art not the pastor — but the wolf of thy flock : thou 
art contaminated by thy co-operation with the per- 
petrat<»:s of evil, and for this cause shalt thou be 
cursed!' 
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CHAPTER XX. 

And before the medieval era, when the Sun of 
Wisdom, that appeared in Palestine, began to dis- 
perse the shades of the pagan religion — and the fidth 
of Christ entered Rome with the Apostleship ; 

When the fearful tyranny of the Emperors ex- 
hibited Christians as a spectacle in the circles — 
leaving them to die from the effects of wounds, 
which wild animals, provoked to madness, in- 
flicted upon them ; 

When they that were persecuted concealed them- 
selved in the catacombs, and, amidst the silence of 
night, offered their prayers to their Redeemer God ; 

There, — ^harassed by sinful men — ^without tiara 
— without sceptre, remained the Roman Bishops. 
There — ^they exercised their mission of charity and 
love. 

During the first three centuries of the Christian 
era, the prelates possessed none other crown than 
that of martyrdom ; 
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From the days of St. Peter to those of Gregory 
the Second — ^they attended solely to the ministry of 
sacred things. 

Oh ! how happened it that after the invasion of 
the barbarians, their descendants became deceivers, 
murderers, even, as it were, the executioners of their 
fathers ? 

How happened it that after the fall of heathenism, 
the Bishops of Rome elected themselves gods upon 
the earth, and men knelt down before the creature — 
forgetting the Creator ? 

The Pope became a Sovereign — ^he condescended 
to treaties vrith foreign invaders — dividing amongst 
them the rule of Italy. 

The wreath of martyrdom and faith was con- 
yerted into a crown of gold, and the palm of the 
saints into a royal ensign and a sword ; 

And the spiritual and Divine Belief became an 
earthly thing, through its submission to Papal ambi-^ 
tion! 



82 ^ PROPHECY OF 



CHAPTER XXL 



Our fathers have witnessed with horror, the im- 
piety that has issued from the impure Babel of the 
Vatican. 

The Papal history is a narratiye of cruelty and 
wickedness. It is well known that Stephen the 
Seventh, son of a Levite oi the Sanctiuury, disin- 
terred the corpse of Formoso, his predecesscnr — and 
caused the head to be severed from the lifeless body 
in the public square. 

It is known alao that Sergio the Third was c(m^ 
victed of murder. 

John the Tenth, the lover of TheodcMra, was 
strangled in his bed. 

John the Eleventh, son of Sergio the Third, 
passed his nights in the most sinful dissipation, and 
died in the pursuit of evil. 
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John the Twelfth was assassinated by his mis- 
tress. 

Benedict the Ninth purchased the Papacy, and 
afterwards sold it for a double sum. 

Gregory the Seventh was the originator of five 
hundred years of civil war, sustained by his succes- 
sors ; 

Forty schisms have disgraced the Pontificate, 
and twenty-seven other schisms have saddened and 
defiled Europe. 

Nicholas Crisini absolved John of Procida firom 
the slaughter of the Sicilian Evening, for the bribe 
of twenty thousand ducats. 

The cup of life of Sistus the Fiftli was filled with 
the blood which flowed through all his realm. 

Julius the Third, to the end that he might more 
easily vent his rage on the Venetian Catholics, 
called the Turks into Italy. 

Every one is acquainted with the infamous story 
of Alexander the Fifth, whose name is pronounced 
with the same emotions of terror and detestation as 
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are inspired by the remembrance of Nero and 
Caligolus. And shall the world believe that these 
vampires in human form — these unholy and savage 
Domitians — are the earthly representatives of Al- 
mighty God ? Or, that they are the infallible agents 
and Vicars of Jesus Christ ? 
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CHAPTER XXII, 

What is the history of the Popes, but one long 
tradition of bloodshed ? 

When their terrestrial power was re-erect^d, 
Arnold of Brescia sought to guide the minds of 
Italians to the Gospel ; and ior this cause the funeral 
piles were lighted. 

When Leo the Tenth made the Vatican an abode 
of corruption and guilt, Luther rose up against 
him, and the Pope excited the civil strife in Ger- 
many. 

When animated reason foresaw the advent of un- 
sullied Wisdom, Savonarola commenced the work of 
the Reformation ; and for this, his dying couch was 
one of flame. 

And then the sanguinary Papal comet appeared 
in the sky of France, and accomplished the massacre 
of St. Bartholomew ; 
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Then it accomplished also the Auto-da-fe; and 
in unsettled Europe the cry of * Reform !* ran from 
one people to another ; 

And the death-fires abounded throughout Spain 
and Germany, and throughout England, France and 
Italy ; and the workers of ungodliness believed that 
Gospel truth might be extinguished with the rack, 
and with the blazing stake. 

And now, poor Italy, for having credited the 
allurements of the Bishop of Rome, sees herself dis- 
united, tyrannised over, and perplexed by barbarous 
foreign troops. 

And she is attacked by all with impunity : and 
all seek to stifle with a veil of blood the knowledge 
which grows from out the Holy Word. 

And they imagine that knowledge to be already 
suppressed within the minds of many. Oh, vile 
tricksters ! You have indeed spread a sepulchral 
cloth over the eyes of intelligence; but woe unto you 
when the Divine glance shall flash through and con- 
sume away the darksome covering ! 

That Reason which now is so persecuted and 
plotted against, shall ascend like a sun; its beams 
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shall scatter every cloudy every shadow^ and the ful- 
ness of its glory shall surround us all. 

It is true, Europe is silent ; Europe at the pre- 
sent day is like a melancholy tomb ! Yet the vast 
dungeon encloses not decaying bones — ^but a gene- 
ration of heroes, who are preparing for the new life 
that awaits society. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

So many deformities and meannesses in the con- 
duct of priests have perverted man's nature — ^have 
humanised Religion — ^and have rendered God the 
Sovereign Spirit, a mere idol of the fancy — a sense- 
less image^ espoused to the adoration of people 
reared in ignorance^ and in the bosom of social 
vices ; 

And thus misled from age to age^ man lives for 
the body, and not for the soul — which is material- 
ised — and false to its great First Cause. 

And even those who believe in Him, make Him 
subservient alike to political and private interests ; — 
(and these are not all Romanists, who lend their aid 
to distort the soul) ; 

Or, divided into one thousand different commu- 
nities, they raise agitation, with their questions of 
worthless usages and forms — as if these constituted 
the real sublimity of faith ! 
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Therefore it is that the Church of God becomes 
a pulpit of contending theories; and, instead of med- 
itating on the doctrine of Scripture, the so-called 
* ministers of heaven* disgrace their profession by 
injurious strife, and by bitterly reproaching one 
another* 

Catholics against Protestants, and Protestants 
against each other — as though all had not been re- 
garded in the redeeming love of Christ 1 

The priests then have made the Christian creed 
a matter of rites and ceremonies. They are all con- 
fident in their own wisdom — ^yet all are guided more 
or less, by superstition and idolatry — by hierarchies, 
and by inutile pomps of custom. 

But the religion of Messiah is not bread and 
wine — ^it is neither ephod nor stole — neither candle 
nor lamp ; it has no preference for this or that eccle- 
siastical form — its fashion alters not — ^for its sole 
demand is spirit- worship towards a spirit God ! 

The mission of simple faith requires neither pre- 
lacies nor priesthoods : these things are mundane, 
and being purchased with gold, they detract from 
the beauty of the fellowship of Holiness, ordained 
by Christ ; 
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But sincere conyiction is necessary^ and so are 
the principles of charity. Every man who is a be- 
liever may be the apostle of his Lord. 

Then why follow any particular party? Why 
attach ourselves to any particular usages ? It is not 
the vain glorious show of humiliation that will save 
the soul; but child-like trust in the mystery of 
Redemption. 

Blessed are they who refusing to hearken unto 
the insinuations of sectarianism, adore their God, 
and believe undoubtingly in his Gospel ! These 
men preserve the purity of religion, and the hearts 
of such shall not be troubled — ^neither shall they be 
afraid ! 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

There are, in Rome, monks who — without 
Tinderstanding the Spirit of the Almighty — without 
any knowledge of the mind that is in Christ Jesus — 
prate loudly of the Saviour's mission ; 

Blasphemies and hateful lies flow plentifully 
from their lips ; they know not how to address the 
Lord in the secrecy of their own souls, because they 
cannot assure themselves before Him. 

Ignorant of the true welfare of that which is 
born for immortality, they defend the fallible opin- 
ions of presumptuous worldlings against the infallible 
Word of Life. 

They would sell both soul and body, bartering 
salvation for lucre, until they are looked upon as 
actual money-gods. 

As though it were an art or a trade, the Divine 
ministry is lowered by them into a sordid pursuit of 
temporal gain. 

G 2 
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They wear a mask on their conscience and on their 
countenance ; they are gilded caskets of counterfeit 
treasures — and sightless conductors of the sightless 
poor whom they would thrust down the precipice of 
destruction. 

There are some amongst them^ who^ for specula- 
tions of social advantage — ^renounce one sect to unite 
with another^ perchance more erroneous than their 
own. 

Beware of these traitors which lurk within the 
sacred fold — casting away one deception only to 
create another ! 

Their hearts are malignant — their tongues untrue 
— and their work is verily — ^perdition ! 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Oh ! Roman priests ! to you my words are 
directed. 

To you — God entrusted the priesthood of His 
religion, and you surrendered it to princes — that it 
might be corrupted by princely crimes ! 

To you — God entrusted the education of the peo- 
ple, and you have nourished them in the gloom of 
illiterate fanaticism. 

To you — God gave the guardianship of genius, — 
yet, by means of prejudices and calumny, you have 
sought to extinguish every vivid flame of thought. 

Instead of preaching the Gospel to the heathen 
multitudes — you — (resting beneath the protection of 
your altars) would commit the worst misdeeds, in 
unison with the satellites of tyranny. 

You lend the ear to those that denounce the politi- 
cal offence of a man — only that you may sacrifice him 
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to despotism; for the expostulation of justice with 
injustice never yet found mercy in your sight ; 

And your reward is the crimson blood of the be- 
trayed, whose soul is yielded on the scaffold. 

You devised the confessional, that you might 
know the secrets of the conscience — and for the pur- 
pose of interposing yourselves as mediators between 
God and man ; 

You invented a number of sacraments — in order 
to render your ministry apparently indispensable to 
salvation. 



But were ye the first of all created things ?- 
have you no need of a spiritual ransom, that you 
thus exalt yourselves above ud ? 

No ! ye also are surely of the dust — and unto dust 
ye shall return ; and your souls shall hereafter no 
more judge — ^but shall be judged/ 



THE NINETEBNTU CENTURY. 95 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

You have misled the understanding — ^you have 
found excuses for impious passions — and you have 
sanctioned slavery. 

Those over whom you rule, imitate your vices 
from age to age ; and your baneful example is an in- 
heritance which depraves mankind. 

Lycurgus left virtue to the Spartans — Solon left 
severity of customs to the Athenians ; the legacy of 
Pericles was moral vitiation — and in the after birth 
of times, and of their legislators — the Greeks were 
virtuous, then rigorous, and finally, incorrigibly 
vicious. 

Castes and hierarchies were left to the Asiatics by 
Bramah; by Confticius, philosophical virtue; by 
Budda, superstition; by Mahomet, deified sin; 
and the Asiatic people were divided — then supersti- 
tious, or virtuouLS, and lastly, sanctifiers of iniquity. 

And Christ — ^who bequeathed to the world the 
gift of eternal happiness — ^was rejected, crucified. 
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and derided ; and now, by the new Pharisees of the 
new law — He is either denied, blasphemed, or for- 
gotten. 

He left us redemption, love, and liberty ; yet the 
Papists give us only captivity, odium, and condem- 
nation. 

Bigotted opinion is the poisoner of the minds of 
iiations. Because an error has been held sacred and 
precious by our fathers, must it be accepted by the 
sons ? 

If later generations are destined to comprehend 
truth — of necessity, the reign of delusion must cease, 
and give place to the kingdom of God ; 

And therefore, in the name of the Most High, 
arouse ye, O Italians ! — and prove that the blood of 
your Lord has not been shed for you in vain ! 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

And truly, this social renovation is commencing ; 
how many open their eyes to the real life — ^how 
many, amidst the obscurity of infidelity, are able to 
behold the Divine image of God — ^whilst a rapturous 
hope of beatitude invigorates the weary heart ! 

The new times will come, but this generation 
must first pass away, and then our children shall be 
privileged to see the arising of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness. 

We can comprehend that God is power, truth, and 
love — ^but we are unable to fulfil on ^arth His reli- 
gion of beauty and perfection ; 

For we inherit the foibles of our predecessors, and 
like them, we fail in that holy courage which work- 
eth good ; 

The Christians of the present day are so lamenta- 
bly weak, that, whilst they yearn towards the 
glorious purity of Jehovah — they hurry onward in 
the broad road of vanity and wrong. 
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We feel most potently the emotions that are agi- 
tated within us by pride, egotism, and ambition — 
and we are induced to rail against and wound each 
other, instead of exercising ourselves in the unerring 
law of charity. 

The war is between the members of one family ; 
and each sect, each party, makes ferocious battle 
with that heavenly principle — ^which would re-unite 
the broken ring of humanity in the Supreme Unity 
of God ; 

And they who carry honey on the lip — ^hide venom 
in the heart, and although active in deeds of destruc- 
tion, they are tardy in the labour of right. 

It appears that their mission is solely the abolition 
of the errors of the past and present races of man- 
kind; thus preparing for the happier season — of 
which faith even now discerns the token ; 

Let, then, our hopes ascend unto future hours— 
and let us confide utterly in the grace of God- 
knowing that the immoveable Rock on which we 
lean, is one, against which, '* the gates of hell shall 
not prevail ! " 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

In the past age, the learned and the conscientious 
— ^the honest and simple plebian, who lived in the 
fear of God, (beholding with terror the delirium 
which possessed the minds of invaders, and of the 
artificers who willed to destroy the State, and the 
creeds,) spake thus unto their sons : 

** The men of the nineteenth century shall be re- 
sponsible before God for the moral and political ruin 
which threatens the world." 

But we aver that Evil is the consequence of 
tyranny — ^which has corroded and gangrened the 
expiring body of society. 

The Lord Himself has permitted this evil to has- 
ten the fall of corrupted laws ; 

Since where reason is unable to penetrate, there is 
sullen and pernicious gloom ; and the sun of Truth 
must first overcome the shadows, in order to dis- 
pense its light. 
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Oh! how inscrutable are the ways of the Almighty, 
when He purposes to correct perverted human 
nature. 

God is provoked by the sight which earth presents 
to Him — for neither the ancient laws that He gave 
unto Moses, nor the commandments which He spake 
by the mouth of Christ — His emanation — His Word, 
and His power, have sufficed to re-conduct mankind 
in the way of salvation. 

We continue to indulge the revolutionary impulse 
of the material — without thinking for one moment of 
the spiritual revolution which shall re-unite us to 
our Maker. 

Now do ye perceive this desperate striving of pas- 
sion with passion, and of man with man ? 

It is evil slaughtering evil — ^it is the clay battling 
for its kindred earth — the corporeal warring against 
the corporeal ! 



THB NINETEENTH CENTURY. 101 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

Our mortal nature, troubled by the frenzy of its 
emotions, persists in proving its physical powers ; 
it persists in following its sorrowful mission of ren- 
dering the soul subservient to the body. 

But when this nature shall feel sickened by war 
and murder — when it shall see its inability to for- 
ward terrestrial weal — and when the world shall 
appear a wide scene of desolation, then shall arrive 
the better times, foretold by the Holy Prophets. 

They shall come when neither invoked nor ex- 
pected — they shall come ere man is aware of it: 
they shall descend to fill up the restless void which 
unceasing remorse has left within the heart, and to 
awaken real life amongst the members of society. 

Assuredly, as customs are now constituted, they 
cannot long exist ; and the fulfilment of the Gospel 
is entirely incompatible with the popular vices of 
the day. 
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One itidividual question — exclusively that of tem- 
poral gain, absorbs every other idea of amelioration. 

Oh ! let us cease to care for that transitory good — 
that happiness which we are ever forfeiting. Amidst 
many illusions, it is well for the disappointed spirit 
to seek from God that true consolation, which earth 
reftises to bestow ; 

For unless we have a firm confidence in the things 
that are unseen, we must despair of all comfort — ^we 
must despair of the blessed and joyful change which 
Jehovah has reserved for his children. 

If we believe not in Him who is our regeneration, 
how shall we escape from the many sins that are 
rooted in the soul ? If we doubt the promise of the 
Lord, how shall we wash our spirits from error — 
how enter into the better life ? 

The soul is the breath of God — life eternal is His 
gift — and our Omniscient Author is our only Judge 
— our only Saviour. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

A PHILOSOPHY of the worst school — that of 
Dracon and Marat — ^would suggest ^^ the destruction 
of invitiated society, in order to establish the means 
wherewith to enrich and improve future genera- 
tions." 

But where is this better section of the community, 
to be found ? where are the favoured beings, who, 
unmolested by sinful emotions, shall receive the 
high privilege of re-constructing dnd re-populating 
society. 

Each human creature is all imperfect in the sight 
of God; and no man can declare himself exempt 
from offences ; 

In the presence of the Lord there is need of im- 
maculate consciences, and unswerving principles, 
made manifest in deeds of Truth and Justice. 

Eemember the words of Christ to the accusers of 
the erring wife, and confess that you are all, without 
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distinction of merits, unworthy and faulty servants 
of a most Holy God. 

Man, the delinquent, was unable to attempt the 
redemption of the world — and the Prophets were 
contented merely to announce it to Jerusalem. 

In the understanding of the Pagan idolaters, 
where natural ambition deified itself, the moral 
amendment of the people was preached, and affected 
by the same men ; 

For thus did Bramah, Buddah, Mahomet, Con- 
fucius, and all the other sectarians of Asia ; 

But no mortal can rescue a fellow mortal from the 
penalty of sin ; redemption shall be perfected alone 
in Jesus, and our every hope must repose on 
Him. 

Every moral reform of the people commences with 
a movement — the character of which is sceptical and 
material — ^but which forwards, nevertheless, vnth- 
out intending it — the progress of religion. 

Religion is destined to solve the human problem, 
when the efficacy of politics shall have been vainly 
tested. 
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Political revolution cannot possibly enter into the 
religious question, because one concerns the body— 
and the other, the soul ; 

And although the movement which generates the 
political amendment, creates religious liberty — and 
this unfolds itself and increases — in order that the 
political motion may be advanced, yet they aim at 
different ends ; 

And there is no reciprocality of aid between them. 
Perchance the worldly plan may fail — and undeceive 
those who have trusted its ironies, and then they 
may turn for support to the Great Source of life — 
human and eternal. 

Believe not therefore in the religion of State; such 
belief serves to nurture egotism and despotism. 

Believe not in the creed of your political reformers 
— it is formed of moral principles, subjected to 
earthly interests : 

And religion is made the means by which they 
hope to realise their mundane schemes. 

The Pope, who professes to serve Christ, that he 
may oppress the creatures by Christ redeemed— the 

H 
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tyrants who serve under him, that he may the more 
securely sustain his unlawful rule : — 

All these are enemies of God, and combine to ma- 
terialise the spirit. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

The eighteenth century closed with a great san- 
guinary scene; the present century opened with 
war, and generated numerous revolutions — political 
and social. 

Perceive you the vast confusion amongst divers 
kingdoms ? Hear you the tumult of human wrath ? 
Do you not observe in Christian countries (where 
they execrate the Jews, who fastened Jesus to the 
cross of infamy,) unthinking men — condemning to the 
gallows of infamy itself — ^beings whom our Lord has 
ransomed ? 

Do you not contemplate with agitated soul, so 
much inconsistency ? Can you aver that the faith 
of Messiah creates the axe axid scaffold of the execu- 
tioner ? 

Are temporal courts of justice fit to govern ? Re- 
call to your minds a set of scribes who said of the 
Sinless, " He is an impostor — a malefactor — ^let Him 
be crucified !" 

And when H^ expired, the earth was rent asun- 

h2 
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der — the sun shrouded itself with mourning — the 
tombs opened — the region of darkness trembled — 
the heavens divided, and angels bore from Golgotha 
the blood of the Just into the presence of Almighty 
God — that it might plead for His eternal mercy to- 
wards the fallen sons of man. 

For that deceiver, that malefactor, was the Re- 
deemer, Christ ! Behold the equity of human decrees ! 

In order to prove the fallibility and the wicked- 
ness of mankind, God permitted that the world 
should judge Him who rescued it from endless per- 
dition. 

From that time the gallows became a scandal, a 
disgrace to the race of mortals who desire to judge 
that which they are incapable of judging, and which 
they ought to leave to the decision of a supreme tri- 
bunal ; for only He who searches the recesses of the 
culprit's soul — ^has the right to utter the momentous 
sentence ; 

Seeing that neither soul nor body are our own — 
but the property of God. 

Christian nations that preserve the scaffold are the 
scribes and Pharisees of the new law. 
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The judge who pronounces the decree of death 
against a murderer — ^made such by violent passions 
— is himself a destroyer, and shall be answerable 
unto the Lord for two lives. 

How is it that society, which esteems itself scan- 
dalised by the discovery of a homicide, is yet silent 
when a convention of men strangle that homicide ? 
As if they were not likewise criminals ! 

How is it possible to correct these customs? 
What can morality learn from the knowledge that a 
crime of ferocity is punishable by a crime of le- 
gality 9 

The needless effusion of blood has never improved 
humanity. 

The man that renders himself unworthy of com- 
munion with his fellow-creatures, should be banished 
from among them — to await in prison his hour of 
death — ^but this from the hands of his Maker. 

For we are lawfully neither masters of our own 
lives, nor of the lives of others. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

Thb entire earth is peopled with these inveterate 
executioners. 

In Bome^ a pretended vicar of Christ ruthlessly 
slays the worshippers of truth ; 

In other parts of Italy, a group of petty tyrants 
have divided that much-wronged country ; and for 
the maintenance of their usurpation they commit 
slaughter upon the scaffolds, and in the squares of 
the cities. 

In Russia and in Austria, two princes — ^robbers of 
Polonia and Lombardy — spread devastation amidst 
those whose sole offence is that they desire to live in 
the enjoyment of independence ; 

In France, they forswear themselves, and exalt by 
little and little the giant of despotism under the 
visor of the Jesuit ; 

There are heard groans where the sun rises, and 
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lamentations where he sets ; we hear weeping in the 
souths and imprecations in the north ; 

The whole world is full of bitterness and afflic- 
tion ; and its inhabitants are struggling for deliyer- 
ance from oppression. 

Religion — ^now adulterated by Popery, is no more 
cherished amongst the people; and the God of whom 
the innovators speak has no glorious dwelling above 
the starry sky. 

The policy of cruelty has engendered rebellion ; 
it is not the result of Christianity — nor will it tend 
to the develojpment of the Gospel. 

Revolutions are but outbreaks of the madness of 
betrayed and grossly injured subjects — of those who 
suffer — and who erroneously believe that they may 
find relief in vengeance ! 

But nevertheless, let us hope ! The popular move- 
ment of this age has been merely political ; 

It beheld an army of ambitious wrestlers, arrayed 
against an army of inexorable governors; some wear- 
ing the crown, some the laurel, some the mitre, and 
others the red hat ; but all alike tyrants of the hu- 
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man will — all alike the boasted protectors of the 
land wherein they combatted ! 

Now how happens it that without public aposde- 
ship, without sectarian means^ without being invoked 
by the Italian soul, which is shrouded in Romish su- 
perstition — the pure principles of Scripture spring 
up silently? — Principles of that moral revolution 
which accomplishes its own high purpose without 
force, although oftentimes with martyrdom, incarce- 
ration^ and exile. 

Who does not recognise herein the hand of God, 
pointing out to society a better way — a state of being, 
free, equable, and charitable — that insures peace to 
the soul on earth, and eternity of life in Heaven ? 

No more castes, hierarchies, nor venal priests ; 
but the pure faith of Jesus alone, " in spirit and in 
truth." 

We would not borrow the name of any sectr--we 
are adherents of the Christian community only — 
simple and earnest believers in the Holy Bible. 

We wish to prove ourselves partisans of Christ's 
Word — to follow unswervingly His commands, and 
to withdraw from the prejudice of parties. 
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We do not sanction the angry criticism — offensive 
and calumnious — which elevates its voice in the bo- 
som of divers communions ; 

For Charity is the first principle of Christianity. 

Our religion has its existence in the hearty and 
not on the lip — ^in deeds^ and not in words — ^in the 
individual, and not in the many. 

Our worship is in the soul, and not in the church. 

He is the true disciple of a Heavenly Master,— 
who, amidst the solitude of his chamber, can raise 
his eyes unto God, and say, " Our Father, which art 
in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name : Thy Kingdom 
Come.'' 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Religion is the surety — the foundation of society. 

It is possible for a people to live without a gov- 
ernment, but not without religion. 

Even nations that have not been enlightened by 
the Gospel, have fashioned a worship of their own ; 
so necessary is morality to society. 

Naught else is able to give a mental helm to the 
people. 

The doctrines of philosophical and political re- 
formers will never triumph, since their deity. Nature 
— is terrestrial and material; and the material is 
not the fount of moral principle. 

What if afterwards they choose to apply to Nature 
the idea of human perfection (which is in itself most 
imperfect,) we shall never arrive at the understand- 
ing of a creed so strange, so paradoxical and Uto- 
pian ! 
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Wherefore confuse and distract the reason, when 
we have a true Belief — most humane, most holy, 
which benignantlj lends its aid to render us par- 
takers of felicity in another world ? 

Your religion — oh! modern philosophers — after 
fomenting within us rude passions of war and ruin, 
refuses us the immortality of the soul ! 

Unfortunate that we aye ! Why were we created 
to lead an existence so troubled — destitute of an 
eternal aim — of one hope of reward ? 

But this spirit which has not been formed of men 
— the spirit which can both feel and perceive its 
God — the spirit which aspires to life everlasting — 
is it as nothing in your eyes ? 

We are able to build up palaces, and cities ; but 
we cannot fashion the soul: and therefore what know 
ye of this breath of the Lord — this celestial inhabit- 
ant of the earthly frame — this wandering angel, 
which shall yet return to its indestructible mansion 
in the heavens ? 

Verily, the heathen were before you ! 

They believed in a supreme Deity, who made all 
things finite and infinite : 
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They knew that the spirit, which was not clay, 
should not be subject to the passions of the corporeal. 

Numberless vices degrade the body, debilitate, 
and cause it to decay : but the soul preserves itself 
uninjured, and — ceasing not with the termination of 
this life — passes through death into Eternity ; — to 
that wondrous rest, which endureth even as the God 
who is immutable. 

If, when the flesh tempts one's reason, the soul 
forgets and renounces its Great Author, that it may 
walk more freely in the path of perdition ; 

Then it owes a sad account to God — and trem- 
blingly pends between two endless worlds —between 
the rapture of Heaven and the horror of the abyss. 

Behold, in Asia — that land gangrened by the pre- 
judices of the times — where humanity is stationary 
— ^where there is no progress of intelligence towards 
the Truth; behold the various pagan sects : 

Bramah, Manu, Buddah, Zoroastro, and Confu- 
cius, — these all admitted the immortality of the soul. 

Every learned ancient confessed the unity of God, 
and the perennity of the spirit. 
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Socrates, after swallowing the hemlock — spake, 
when near death, of the Triune and Almighty 
Jehovah — and of our perpetual being. 

Plato — ^reasoning of the Lord — called the soul of 
man His emanation — destined to last for ever. 

In the past century, the terrible philosophy of 
Vemey strove with Heavenly Wisdom during forty 
years; 

But when death drew nigh, the infidel summoned 
a priest, and entreated him, " Speak to me of our 
immortality ! '* 

Oh! consider — ^reflect — question yourselves, and 
you will feel and know that the glowing human 
mind is indeed unchangeable and unceasing ! 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Ah ! human life is a rapid and sorrowful dream ; 
but the life eternal is perfect beatitude ! 

Direcdy man opens his eyes to the splendour of 
day^ he bears in himself the germ of future decease ; 

And as one advances in life^ one more nearly ap- 
proaches death. 

This humanity which grows on the earth from 
which it must shortly pass — this nature which 
blooms^ and then withers away — does it not assure 
us of the immutability as well as of the uncertainty 
of our destiny ? 

Does it not tend to prepare us for that journey 
which is regarded by the generality of men with un- 
measured dread ? 

Yet death may be beautiful ! — may be the dawn 
of a far happier kingdom than we here inhabit! 
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Let US search within^ and we shall find that we 
must have been created for a lot higher and nobler 
than can be our portion here; we shall perceive 
that we have an irresistible need of all s^weet and all 
holy affections — affections that fail of being satisfied 
on earth, and which urge us ever onward towards a 
felicity wholly spiritual. 

If we are not immortal, truly I cannot see why 
God should have lavished such wondrous love upon 
His creatures ; I do not understand why he has re- 
deemed us. 

If doomed to perish in oblivion, why are we en- 
dowed with thinking souls ? 

'ITien would there remain no more hope-rno bless^ 
ing of endless weal for the man whom a wise educa- 
tion has taught to wrestle with his own errors ! 

Then would there be no salvation for .ther unhappy 
one who labours under innumerable sins — ^but who, 
nevertheless, preserves a remnant of virtue, sufficient 
to make him deplore his failings, — proving to him 
that where righteousness is not — there must be a 
cruel void, a want of joy, a restless remorse — ^which 
convert the mind into a very mental hell. 

And He who has bestowed on man a soul quick 
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to receive impressions of the good — He who has 
given lis powerful yearnings after perfection and 
bliss ; — ^will He destroy that work which has been 
sanctified by His almighty care ? 

For what purpose did He redeem the sons of 
Adam ? Wherefore did He liberate them from 
Egyptian bondage ? Why did He incarnate Christ, 
and present to the marvelling world the form of a 
God who was willing to immolate Himself for man. 

And what could ye give us, oh ! vain philosophers, 
in exchange for our immortality ? 

You know not how great the evil that you spread 
through society, with your strange doctrine of uni- 
versal death ! 

First, you deny God — and would make us be- 
lieve that we are mere productions of the soil — like 
the plant and tree, which spring up, to fade and 
perish ; 

Secondly, you vindicate injustice, vengeance, and 
the oppressive acts of the powerful — who, without 
dread of retribution, revel in their vices — and die 
satiated with terrestrial enjoyments ; 

You grieve the unhappy but faithful Christian, 
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and draw from his lips the sorrowful exclamation — 
** Alas ! if my being entirely ceases here — I am only 
a child of dust — and the Lord will not care to judge 
my soul, which must be consumed with all visible 
creation ! " 

Finally, you destroy the necessity and foundation 
of a living state — since if men reject an eternal fu- 
ture, they may perform the most infamous deeds, 
without fear of affironting the holiness of God ! 

And shall ye be our reformers ? — ye — the destroy- 
ers of the people — seducers of undying spirits ? 

Are you not the veriest cowards in the moment of 
death? 

Bayle, Voltaire, Diderot, and Alembert, who 
opposed the creed of immortality — trembled when 
about to expire, and conjured the Catholic priests to 
entreat God for their safety — confessing the eternity 
of the soul, and shrinking from the wrath Divine. 

Oh ! rest ever within us, sweet principle of ever- 
lasting Life ! Add to the happy faith of Christ's re- 
deemed ; for we believe in our Saviour — we thirst 
after Righteousness, Truth, and Love — and we are 
poor and persecuted in this uncertain region. 
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Oh ! hope of a better country — vision of full and 
endless joy — thrive thou and flourish, amidst our 
unbounded confidence in the boundless mercy of 
Almighty God ! 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

Who would attribute to hypocrisy and fanaticism 
the triumph of Christianity? And yet European 
despotism is sustained by the Papacy, and when 
falls the one, the other will faU likewise. 

The ignorance of the multitudes, and their super- 
stition — the espionage which confines Genius in a 
narrow space — and the desire for blood, which has 
ruled so overpoweringly that the steel of the subject 
has been raised against that of the cruel governor; — 
all these things have been cherished in the worst 
school of Popes and despots. 

The steel! — ah! my countrymen — we are tempted 
to use it, ere we are aware of the crime ; and the 
sword that was cursed by Jesus — the sword that is 
wielded by tyrants — has proved cursed also in our 
hands. 

But when reason — illumined by the Gospel — shall 
be able to root up Roman Catholicism from the con- 
science of Rome's intimidated children — ^when monks 
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and absolute princes shall fall into discredit with the 
people ; 

Their *^ reign of terror " shall cease, struck down 
by the opinion of Truth, which accomplishes its 
work without clashing of arms. 

Let us then at once desist from the inutile war of 
reprisal ! 

So much bloodshed — so many battles — what fruit 
have they borne amongst nations ? — 

Destruction, misery, imprisonment, torture of 
spirit, exile, and death ! 

Let us pursue the same intent — without slaying 
and wounding — ^by means of a world-spread, reli- 
gious, and social instruction ; 

Let us cultivate the heart and the understanding 
— moderating them in the principles of Christianity 
— the only principles that wisdom will offer in oppo- 
sition to oppressors and impostors. 



And then shall fall Popery in Rome and in Eng- 
land ! 
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If opinion be contrary to tyranny — it is lost! — 
whilst the Word of God shall gain the veneration of 
mankind. 

The independence of the enlightened spirit trans- 
cends material independence. 

If the soul be free, the body shall likewise be free; 
but if the soul be enslaved, then are men subject to 
the pleasure of violent rulers. 

Therefore, I repeat — that the knowledge of Truth 
is a stone, which being cast from the mount of 
Heg^venly Justice, rolls to the feet of the desolators, 
and brings to the ground the proud phantasies of 
ruthless tyranny. 

Oh, my brethren ! it is reason likewise — and 
reason is the voice of Scripture, which never trembles 
nor falters — but which cheers on and blesses the 
progress of every nation ! 

Every Christian may devote himself to the 
Apostleship — to the conscientiously fulfilling the 
ministry of the Word of Christ. 

Each may be fully convinced — may learn to se- 
parate human from secular life- — may know, in short. 
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that the Gospel alone can conduce to our well-being, 
and :?»j;ide us to the celestial haven. 

The cares of this world are unworthy of the heir 
to glory. 

If you suffer yourselves to be '' troubled about 
many things" — ^you will be always in moral anarchy; 
if you confound earth with Heaven, and the body 
with the soul, you will be always wavering. 

Remember, above all things, that charity is the 
loftiest precept of Godly wisdom ; 

And encourage not rivalry — ^but put far from you 
the unjust censure of angry prejudice. 

Doem not that all wa^v conduct to the land of 
purity ; only he that has entire faith in Jesus, may 
arrive to worship before the throne of light — and he 
is cgrcgiously in error, who belieyes that he shall 
reach God's kingdom by any worldly path. 

Be careful to eradicate the weeds from those minds 
that yield homage to the creature, in the hope that 
they may thus find grace with the Creator ; 

Hut wliosocver desires to come unto God through 
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the agency of Christ — oppose him not ; for it must 
needs be well with him. 

It is not right that each one of you have a party 
creed — imagining that his own peculiar tenets will 
ensure to him the heritance of Heaven ; therefore, 
instead of railing against those whose doctrine differs 
from yours— be solicitous to ascertain if they sincerely 
believe in the Redeemer. And fear to say: ^^my 
faith alone is sufficient to save ! " — since every sect 
which acknowledges the Son of God has a clue to 
the solemn secret of redemption. 

Do not be as the Papists, who crave after prose- 
lytes — lest your arrogance attain unto that of ''the 
Prince of Darkness; " lest you gain soldiers to fight 
before a party-banner, and not under the flag of Christ. 

Truly the better ministry exercises itself solely for 
man's salvation ; it is a ministry gratuitous and de- 
voted — even as were the services of the Apostles. 

But should you meet with some who are attached 
to the more formal ministry — and who yet labour 
earnestly to work out the eternal welfare of men — 
leave them in peace; because (although it be in- 
directly) their efforts tend to hasten the Messiah's 
perennial reign. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Avoid being exclusive ; let not your acquaintance 
with the Book of God tempt you to pompous boast- 
ing ; but let your exhortation be — ^^ Follow the way 
indicated by Jesus Christ !" 

Because, although sometimes right, the way of 
man is oftener false and worldly — ^but it is impos- 
sible for the footsteps of our Saviour to mislead the 
most simple pilgrim. 

Act invariably, as God — through your conscience 
— shall direct you; and be not influenced by the 
snare of worldly opinion; and so shall your soul 
ever enjoy communion with its Maker — and faith in 
Him shall support you through the trials of Time. 

Listen not to the language of sectaries — ^neither 
condemn — ^but pray for ihem. 

Do not be divided — even in appearance; and 
when men demand — " Who are ye ?" — reply to 
them ; ^' We are only Christians P' 



THB NINETEENTH CENTURY. 129 

Say unto them ; ^' We have chosen this way — for 
it is the simplest and the purest — and easily com- 
prehends that Truth, which is pure and simple in 
itself; 

" Nevertheless, if you think differently, we reproach 
you not; — but we again exhort you — ^mingle not 
the things that are seen with the things that are 
unseen; — and found your hope of salvation upon 
the mediation of your Lord." 

Never afiirm that Jesus has shed His blood for 
this or that particular people. He was sacrificed 
for all the children of earth. 

And when you remember that there are yet many 
countries unacquainted with the true light of the 
Gospel, say, ** The mercy of Jehovah is immeasura- 
ble in its embrace, and there is hope even for these." 

" Pray without ceasing" for those less favoured 
than yourselves — and help to convey the joy of re- 
demption to souls immersed in blind obscurity. 

He who called us friends and brethren, has be- 
queathed to us an invaluable treasure — to shrine 
within the heart, and to reverence with the spirit — 
and this treasure is His Holy Word. 
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It is our code — ^the only perfect rule of our life ; 

And since it is in our possession^ we must hereafter 
render to God an account of our actions — respond- 
ing to the enquiry, " Have ye walked hither by the 
unbending path that is marked with the blood of 
the Lamb V 

Reflect often upon your appointed mission ; think 
of your responsibility — and if you believe in a living 
God, hope in Him, yet fear Him always : 

For every transgression of the law estranges you 
from Him, and places you in danger of everlasting 
death. 

The law enlightens you as to the nature of sin, 
and is as the mirror of your souls; and whenever 
you gaze within it, you behold that you are imper- 
fect, and incapable of obedience : 

Recollect that St. Paul said to the Romans, " By 
the law is the knowledge of sin ;" and again : " I 
had not known sin but by the law." 

Meditate then — and fear — that you may learn 
afterwards to believe — ^to love — and to obey ! 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

Human works do not merit reward; faith is 
sufficient to ripen the undecaying fruit of redemp- 
tion. 

Yet, indirectly, good works are necessary to 
salvation. 

Seeing that one can believe, and yet act impiously. 
The Emperor Theodosius believed, whilst he slew 
the Thessalonicans. 

The Emperor Constantine believed — although he 
heinously caused the assassination of his brother-in- 
law, his son Crispus, and his wife Fausta ; 

Who will doubt that Luther believed? Yet he 
made havoc amongst the poor inhabitants of Turin- 
gia, who wished to free themselves from the severity 
of their masters ; 

St. Peter also believed when he denied his Saviour 
thrice. 
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Now bad works destroy faith — ^which cannot be 
purely felt by him that oppresses and betrays ; since 
it is impossible to advance near to God with a blood- 
stained soul. 

How many kings, priests, and judges, call them- 
selves Christians, whilst they slay, and pass wrong 
judgment, and prove to us that they are indubitably 
renegades and betrayers. 

Like the Papists, they have formed their own re- 
ligion, and interpret the Bible according to their 
own false logic. 

These are the disguised enemies of man, who per- 
vert the conscience, and blaspheme the doctrine of 
Christ. 

Our works must be in proportion to our faith, and 
if we would obtain the recompence of Christian con- 
fidence, we must follow the track of our Redeemer 
and His disciples. 

If acts of righteousness had not been required, 
the Apostles might have led lives of carelessness and 
indolence ; 

They might have yielded to the iniquities of that 
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sinful nature^ against which they contended^ and 
over which they bitterly sorrowed. 

Abstinence from those good works which the 
inward monitor enjoins us to perform — ^is as greatly 
sin as the deed of crime itself; 

And faith, when inactive^ subverts its nature— 
and is no longer faith ! 

Whilst you " abhor that which is evil, cleave to 
that which is good." 

Remember that Jesus loved the oppressed, and 
comforted them with the hope of Eternity ; 

Remember that whilst He preached to the multi- 
tudes — He cared benignandy for their temporal 
wants — ^multiplying the loaves and fishes, to satisfy 
the hungry throngs that wandered through the desert 
places, in order to hear His words. 

Remember His counsel to the lovers of golden 
treasure — ** Lay up for yourselves treasures in 
Heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor steal : 
For where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also." 
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The demonstration of mercy and loving-kindness 
is assuredly pleasing unto God; otherwise Christ 
would not have said : 

*' Whosoever is angry with his brother without a 
cause, shall be in danger of the judgment;" and — 
'^ If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there re- 
memberest that thy brother hath ought against thee ; 

*' Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift." 

And again — '^ Agree with thine adversary quickly." 

His command to the resentful was — " Resist not 
evil," — and to the injured — ^' Love your enemies !" 

And if our Lord were visibly present amongst us 
now, would He not repeat to the pompous and vain — 
^' Let not thy left hand know what thy right hand 
doeth?" 

Would He not cry anew to the scornful grandees 
of wealth — ^^ Ye cannot serve God and Mammon ?" 

Aye ! — and to the anxiously plotting worldlings 
He would say ; " Take no thought for your life. 
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what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet 
for your body, what ye shall put on ; but seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness ; 
and all these things shall be added unto you !" 

He woxdd say to the legal slaughterers of human- 
ity — '' Judge not, that ye be not judged." 

He would bid the inspired believers '' Beware of 
false prophets ;" — and to the motley crowds of priests, 
fanatics, and divers religious sects — He would declare 
^' Not every one that sayeth unto me. Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven ; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in Heaven." 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Good works constitute moral perfection; and to 
those hypocrites who, being selfish, impure, and 
ambitious, exclaim '* Works will not profit us " — 
answer ye with these words of the Lord : *' Be ye 
perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaven is 
perfect." 

Follow the ensample of your Divine Master — 
and, like Him, console the afflicted, the miserable, 
and forsaken ; 

Like Him, love your neighbour — paying no heed 
to social distinctions ; since the soul of the poor man 
is of equal value with the soul of a prince ; and we 
are all clothed with the same vestment of clay. 

Ye who have read of Mary Magdalene, and of 
the repentant thief — repulse not the erring — ^forget 
not the prisoners. 

Elect yourselves defenders of the widow and 
orphan — shield them from the cruel and unjust. 
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Be kind even to the incredulous and to the un- 
grateful ; do not fear to mingle with the lost sheep 
of Israel — remembering that the Lord Christ sat at 
table with publicans and sinners ; 

Think that in Golgotha He prayed for the pagans 
that crucified Him ! 

Preserve your souls looking unto God, your hearts 
open to your neighbour, and your hands ready to 
fulfil the impulse of benevolence. 

Think that, although you may be happy, many 
suffer — even dying from starvation on the pavement 
of the cities. 

Think that if you are free — many thousands groan 
in slavery, and remember that without Liberty a 
people cannot know their God. 

Be generous and good towards the oppressed — 
for they are sensitive to every pain, and the fibres of 
their heart respire little else save anguish. 

Perchance they may lack the strength to smile in 
the hour of intensest trial ; before the ordeal com- 
mences — they cannot believe that they shall struggle 
through it — and death appears inevitable; but the 
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time arrives, and affliction scars and wounds, yet 
the tortured spirit may not escape, nor the trembUng 
flesh expire. 

Oh! if you will — ^you can comprehend this agony — 
for our Great Author fashions all our hearts alike. 
Therefore have patience with the heavy eye and the 
plaining tone — and in bearing one another's burdens, 
you will fulfil the law of Christ. 

The soul feels itself blessed, when the members 
of the body are exercised in righteousness ; and to 
walk with Jesus in the path of mercy, enables us to 
receive His promised dower of full — unutterable 
peace. 

Wherever you see the madness of faction — ^where 
you see fanatics, or the vain-glorious, who go about 
begging partisans for their peculiar precepts, — be 
vigilant — ^for with such the spirit is in danger ; 

Since they desire to bound your understanding, 
and your infinite power of perceiving God, within 
the contracted circle of their own intelligence ; 

And they will be so greatly audacious as to tell you, 
** One may only go thus far" — that is as far as their 
mind has admitted the knowledge of the Most High. 
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In their vanity they will assert that only they have 
properly examined the Gospel — discovered its faith— 
and comprehended the work of redemption. 

And with high bearing, they will dare to sustain 
these abominations, and, blinded by the fanaticism of 
their individoal Deism — ^they will vaunt themselves 
pure Christians — and all others they will believe 
impious and atheistical ; 

As if man could search the soul ! 

As if regeneration belonged not exclusively to 
God! 

But ah ! so long as you are willing to be led by 
Roman priests, you must have their creed, instead 
of the faith of Jesus. 

Faith is the gift of Heaven, and not of mortals ; 
they may be able to bestow mundane benefits, but 
not eternal weal. 

Their every ostentatious form — their every partial 
opinion— is a presumption, a falsity, a profanation ; 

For it is lowly dependence on the Lord that saves, 
and not external worship, neither the ideas of man. 

K 2 
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Your heart must be your Churchy and God your 
adoration^ and then good resolutions shall flow plen- 
tifiilly from above. 

One man hath naught to do with the conscience 
of another ; proclaim therefore the indepwdence of 
the spirit^ and never help to humanize the religion 
of Christ. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX 

I DO not address myself to any particular com- 
munion^ but to all those who exercise a false apos- 
tleship. 

I speak unto aU — ^because they are separated, and 
at war with one another — so that their life is a course 
of opposition — a madness of feeling which is not 
faith; 

For again I repeat : " Faith is the gift of Heaven, 
and not of men." 

I tell you truly, that not one of the many sects of 
earth is pure religion. I observe myriads of Catholics, 
Protestants, Puseyitesy Presbyterians, and others — 
but I see few Christians. 

And why have these inventions arisen ? Because 
we — the redeemed of Jesus — give credence more 
willingly to the work of man, than to that of God. 

And these communities have divided between 
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them the members of the Saviour, and have dispersed 
them through the world — and one almost despairs 
of salvation where the Unity of Christ is marred. 

Keunite then those several members — abolish the 
bigotry of empty ceremonies — preach concord ; and 
you shall have One Faiths and profess yourselves 
Christians only. 

And, strictly guarding your own consciences, you 
will cease arbitrarily to censure others. 

In no case can you pass true judgment — because 
you cannot possibly search the mind, nor gather the 
secrets of the Almighty. 

Surrender the soul to the will of its Originator, 
and subdue the swelling waves of radical and injur- 
ious pride. 

Be not intolerant and disdainful, lest you fall 
through self-esteem ; lest there prove to be no great 
difference between yourselves and the Papists. 

Does not the Pope say always — •' out of the 
Church there is no safety ?" and you imitate him if 
you say, " apait from our opinions there is no hope 
of redemption." 
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And SO long as you thus imperiously harangue 
your brethren, you will be as Romanists — since, to 
gratify your arrogance, you act even as they do ! 

My brethren, none of those communions which 
enlarge the schism in the Church of our incarnate 
God — none of these constitute. Christianity ; 

Nor have their doctrines any weight in the balance 
of the Lord. 

Oh ! believe always that the miracle of redemption 
ha? been accomplished by Jesm — and that whoso- 
ever confides in Him, is saved unto life everlasting. 

Man can do nothing to improve that which God 
has already completed; he can never render more 
glorious the perfect work of his Maker. 

What signify these infatuated champions of rituals, 
which crowd around you, enquiring, ** Do you 
think this to be the meaning of the Gospel ? Do you 
understand our tenets, and will you join our party?" 

And what forms, what bigoted notions do they ask 
us to espouse ? Overbearing dissemblers ! Resign 
your vain-glory — that, feeling the unworthiness of 
your nature, you may pray to be delivered from it. 
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— and that, leaving to God the strict survey of an- 
other's soul, you may probe unsparingly within your 
own! 

Certainly it is not by man that the mind has ever 
been illuminated ; therefore let us not lay claim to 
the attributes of the Most High, but rather desire 
humbly that He may make plain to us the way of 
Truth. 

Italians, brothers, — watch, assiduously watch ! 

There shall come the day of judgment for offences 
— ^when foolish dogmas shall disappear, and when 
unadulterated faith shall fertilise the soul. 

Eeject with determination the fallacious counsel of 
the ambitious masquers ; among them you may ap- 
pear to see angels of light, that are verily but emis- 
saries of the tempter. 

They will cultivate in their heart an insatiable 
egotism — whilst preaching humanity, generosity, 
and love ! 

They will assert that they labour for a heavenly 
mansion, when their solicitude is centered on things 
of earth ; 
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They will be proud, because they are ignorant — 
and appropriating to themselves the Divine declara- 
tion which exalted the poor in spirit — they will 
glory in their delusion, until it shall become an un- 
appeasable insanity. 

The while they call themselves compassionate and 
merciful, they will maintain breasts of steel towards 
those who think not as they do ; and if any perceive, 
and reprove their duplicity — they will hate them 
even unto death : — 

For they are neither more nor less than Jesuits, 
that say — *' Whoso is not for us, is against us ! " 

I tell you that every community in the world, 
save one, is thus infected ; and the noble exception 
is the Church of England : 

Although I may not be a member of that Church, 
I owe to it this tribute of justice. It is reverend 
through age, through customs — through laws — and 
through the civilisation of which it has been pro- 
ductive; it is reverend for the liberty which it 
nourishes in the bosom of the people, and for its 
generosity of thought and will. 

Italians! never forget that the English love you ; — 
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that they have given you a country, when tyrants and 
priests deprived you of your own ; they gave you 
bread — the Gospel sustenance of the spirit — ^the free- 
dom of which you are robbed, whenever you believe 
and hope ! 

Gratitude is that invisible and most sweet tie 
which unites the creature to God, who has formed 
it — our heart to the heart that has aided us — our 
soul to the souls of those that have ofiered us — Home, 
Eeligion, and Liberty! 



THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 147 



CHAPTER XL. 

I AM approaching the end of my mission. 

I have youth in my countenance, but my heart is 
well nigh consumed. 

My earthly days have been numbered by those 
that oppress me^ and by the bitterness of domestic 
misfortune. Yet God consoles me with the confi- 
dence that I shall be recompensed in the Life supernal. 

Oh, all- wise Sovereign ! if the cross I have borne, 
and still am- bearing, be fieavy — ^it was once borne 
by Thee ; and because Thou hast chosen Thy unwor- 
thy servant to glorify Thy Name in tribulation — " I 
thank Thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and earth!*' 

Perhaps I may not behold the completion of man's 
regeneration ; but you, my brethren, will accept the 
admonition of one who willed not to leave you un- 
warned, amid the dark seductions and iniquities of 
this world. 
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" Ye are the salt of the earth ;" be ye pure — ^that 
ye may feel yourselves worthy of this high charge ; 
that the Lord may sanctify you^ and that the efforts 
of worldlings may not pervert you. 

Wrestle both with the evil and the good of earthy 
because the one and the other are alike perish- 
able. 

I know you are few that have knowledge of God 
in my poor Italy. I know that rational philosophy 
and scepticism have sterilised the Italian soul — and 
that you dweU amongst the incredulous and the su- 
perstitious. 

I know that you are mocked and vilified — that 
they point to you as unto malign and wicked hypo- 
crites ; and that monks^ governors^ and citizens are 
arrayed against you. 

I know your life to be painful, and your conflict 
hard. I know that you are the slaves of strangers — 
of the bishop of Home, of false prophets, and even 
of your own brethren. 

But I also know that you are capable of endurance 
— and of suffering silently — ^without elevating one 
cry — without raising the arm of resistance. 
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With eyes fixed on Jesus^ you believe that Hea- 
ven will smile — ^that the Holy Spirit will vouchsafe 
to descend, and to introduce the new era of univer- 
sal happiness. 

But think not, O meek and lowly ones, thkt the 
land wherein you dwell is quiet and passive : for it 
is verily a volcano, which one day shaU burst asun- 
der, and absorb entirely the crimes of man. 

Then there will be a momentous hour of sorrow ; 
and if I repeatedly speak of its hastening, it is that 
you may prepare to receive it with steadiness of 
mind. 

God has opened the understanding of every nation, 
and every kingdom glances at the Truth. Few 
know the Eternal — ^few enough believe in Christ — 
but ally without exception, are learning to hate error 
and fraud ! 

Now, the ancient creeds, despotic monarchies^ 
and society, which has long tottered beneath its 
vices, are passing away : for when intelligence 
flashes over the earth — falsehood and injustice are 
no longer possible. 

Evil produces evil — crime engenders destruction. 
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Society is divided between the oppressors and the 
oppressed : no one is willing to concede — ^no one 
chooses to recognise righteous reasoning — ^but both 
parties exhaust their breath in useless variance. 

Therefore, one morning will dawn upon a deadly war 
— a protracted combat — until the vengeance of one 
party shall have annihilated the brutality of the other. 

And this conflict will announce itself under many 
titles. They will designate it '* the strife of Liberty, 
of independence, of social and moral reform, and of 
civil amendment :*' but it will be naught else than a 
war of anarchy — of citizen tyranny. 

Its soldiers will not call upon the Saviour, neither 
wiU He be with them. Therefore iniquity will over- 
throw iniquity. 

But during this period of horror, the impious will 
carry out their active apostleship of perdition ; and 
they will discourse fluently of God and Heaven. 

Close your ears to their voices — seek a refuge in 
the desert places ; meditate on the Holy Word, and 
await patiently the tranquil hour when " Mercy and 
Truth shall meet together'* — when " Eighteousness 
and Peace shall kiss each other !" 
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You shall behold the extirpation of authorized 
wrongs, the consternation of the strongest empires, 
the humiliation of the most potent — and the disper- 
sion of the most populous nations ; and the mighty 
tree of delusion, which has never borne good fruit, 
shall encumber earth no more. 

Finally, remember that the Lamb of God descended 
from above to rescue us from our transgressions ; 
and He who is All-Just, and who loves us perfectly, 
wills not that His blood should have been uselessly 
shed; — He will not allow sin to detract from the 
blessing of our Ransom ! 

In order, then, that we may aid the fulfilment of 
the prophecy : " Violence shall no more be heard in 
thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; 
but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates 
Praise ; " — and since the Almighty has promised us 
the counsel of the Holy Ghost — 

Let us pray for the manifestation of Faith, Peace, 
Love, Freedom, and Moral Independence ! 

Let us^ray unweariedly, and unto the end — 
" Thy Kingdom Come I " 

FINIS. 
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